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 We’ve got big plans 
for celebrating the birth 
of Christ this year at 
Christian City! 
 It all begins on 
the very first day of 
December when we will 
gather “on the lawn” - 
adjacent to the Rec Center - for
the lighting of our new community
Christmas tree.  Come enjoy festive music, 
a visit from the Coca-Cola Christmas Truck, and a tour of 
the Children’s Village decorated cottages. It begins at 
4:30 p.m. on Thursday, December 1.
 Each Monday in Advent (November 28, December 
5, 12, 19) the community is invited to gather at 10:30am  
in the Welcome Center Chapel to reflect on the gifts of 
hope, joy, love and peace as we light the candles of the 
Advent wreath. All are welcome.

CHRISTMAS
AT
CHRISTIAN
CITY

 On Monday, December 5, 
at 7 p.m. Night Train will offer 

a Christmas concert in Sparks     
 Inn Auditorium.  Invite your 
friends and family to join you for 
Christian City’s favorite band!

 Inspiring music and a message 
from Paul Leslie, executive director of 

Southwest Christian Care, will be the 
 focus of a Christian City Worship 

Celebration on Sunday, December 11, at 
4 p.m. in the Welcome Center Chapel.  Please plan to 
join us and invite friends and family.
 Our celebration culminates on December 24 at 
2 p.m. with a Christmas Eve Candlelight service in 
Sparks Inn Auditorium.
 These are just a few of the events happening on 
campus during December.  Service coordinators will fill 
you in on other opportunities.

Be An
Angel

Jesus said, “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye had done it unto me.”   Matthew 25:40b

Help the Chaplain’s Office make sure there is plenty of cheer under the tree this Christmas. You are invited 
to become an “angel” in our Angel Tree Program. We need your help to decorate the  undecorated tree in 
the library at Dedication Hall with angels! Each angel represents a donation of $15.00 or more to be used 
toward buying a gift card for a family to help provide Christmas gifts for a special girl or boy. To become 
an angel, please bring your donation to the Chaplain’s Office no later than December 16. You will be given 
a Christmas angel with your name on it to place on the tree. The more donations received the prettier our 
tree will be, and the more our love and the love of Christ can be shared this Christmas. Gifts from the Angel 
Tree will be given to our Christian City employee families where there is a clear financial need to help 
“Santa” put gifts under their tree. 
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Space is limited. RSVP to your service coordinator to reserve your spot.
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Count Me In Campaign Reaches Goal!
 The last two weeks in October were filled with fun and philanthropy as our annual 
Count Me In campaign was in full swing. We had an ambitious goal to raise $20,000 with 
proceeds going to make improvements to the recreation room at the Children’s Village 

pavilion. As of November 14, the total raised was $19,504! So close to our 
goal! As we enter the season of giving, we think we can surpass our goal!  
Thank you to everyone who donated! 
  The campaign kicked off with our annual Chili Cookoff. Brenda Williams (Harper Valley) 
won first place and a $50 gift card to Kroger! Diane Cantrell (Autumn Place) came in second 
and Danny O’Neal (Harper Valley) came in third and received $25 gift cards to Kroger. 
Thanks to residents and staff members, Kay Cotton, Mireille Fleming, Renee Goolsbee, 
LaVann Landrum, Melinda Small, Susan Stanfield and Brian Teague who also participated!

       To celebrate the successful end of the campaign, residents 
and staff wore their favorite team apparel for a “Teamwork 
Makes the Dream Work” party. Participants were treated to 
ice cream sundaes and door prizes as a thank you for being a 
Christian City donor.
       Thank you to our neighborhood captains for their help! 
Harper Valley – Shirley Chambers, Brenda Williams, Frida 
Phillips, Barbara Crosland and John and Renee Goolsbee. 
Hilltop Acres – Vernell Robinson and Cheryl and Don Lowe. 

Dogwood Circle – Harvey and Lupe Rowe, 
Gerry Stone and Leona Carder. Autumn 
Place – Glenna and Ron Ross.
       You can still make a donation to 
the campaign by dropping off your gift at 
the Welcome Center, going online to 
www.christiancity.org/give/donate-now
 or by calling Lissa at 770-703-2636.

Meeting Members of Our Community

 Two Sparrows Village is a hidden jewel in the heart 
of Christian City. Allow me to introduce you to one of our 
gems, Michelle Huff.
 We were blessed with Michelle’s presence in May 2022, 
when she moved into the Two Sparrows Village Cottage. 
Michelle is our relaxed and laid-back resident. She gives 
the best hugs and loves to hang out with the other resident 
friends.
 This gem is a busy lady. She has faithfully worked at 
Publix for many years. When she is not working, she is 
participating in the Special Olympics, playing tennis, 
bowling, working out and riding horses. Every summer, 
Michelle travels to Wyoming for two months for Equine 
Assisted Therapy.  Equine Assisted Therapy involves a 
range of treatments involving horses, to promote human 

physical and mental health. Mi-
chelle expressed that riding 
the horses makes her feel relaxed 
and free. It alleviates stress and 
anxiety. She also mentioned that 
she loves riding, and Equine 
Assisted Therapy has made a big 
difference in her daily life.
 We are blessed to have Michelle as part of our 
community, and we are looking forward to spending more 
years with her. Dwon Johnson

Two Sparrows Village, Resident Concierge

Two Sparrows Village at Christian City is a residential opportunity for 
neuro-diverse adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities and 
autism.
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Help the Christian City Teen Board 
collect duffle bags for kids who often 
suffer the indignity of carrying all they 
own in trash bags. Scan the QR code 
for our Amazon Wish List, purchase 
your donation and ship it directly to us.

Get Involved!
amzn.to/3fUHCtj
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Two Sparrows 
Day Program Underway

 More exciting news and progress with Two Spar-
rows Village at Christian City as the Adult Day Center 
for neuro-diverse adults with intellectual and develop-
mental disabilities and autism is now accepting appli-
cations for weekly engagement programs and com-
munity based services. Applications are now open and 
prospective adult day participants can tour and apply 
online in time for the grand opening in January 2023. 
  Jacquelyn Thornton serves as the current execu-
tive director of Two Sparrows Village. Her background 
includes 13 years in public health and 22 years in aging 
services as an analyst, C-suite executive, and director 
of population health management.
  “We are so excited to open this second phase 
of our model to enhance abundant living for our 
residents and extend adult day programming for 
community members to participate in lifelong learn-
ing, social engagement, and volunteerism/vocational 
wellness inclusive of adults with intellectual disabilities 
or autism,” said Thornton.   “An extension of our Adult 
Day Social Program at Two Sparrows Village is social 
service coordination to help young adults living with 
I/DD and their older adult parents to navigate local 
resource options, supportive services, recreation, and 
engagement activities,” Thornton said.
  Interested applicants may complete an application 
here:  
Two Sparrows Village Online Adult Day Services and 
Community Access Center Interest Form:  
https://hipaa.jotform.com/220657255402148

Two Sparrows Village Online Residential Application:  
https://hipaa.jotform.com/211826461904051  
For more information about Two Sparrows Village, visit:
https://twosparrowsvillage.org. 
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Christian City celebrated its veterans 
- residents and staff - for a week ahead 

of Veterans Day last month.  
Thank you for your service.
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STORE HOURS:
Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday
9:30am-2:30pm

GOODIE HOUSE HOURS:
Thursdays only until further 
notice:  10:30am-12pm

Profits support Christian City Children & Family Programs 
7425 Red Oak Rd. • Union City, GA  30291 • 770-629-7718

Thank you for Supporting Graceland Thrift Store 
and Christian City Children & Family Programs

THANK YOU FOR ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL FALL FESTIVAL!

Good News! Graceland is now scheduling for furniture pick ups. If you 
have clothing and small appliance items, please bring them to 
Graceland during our donation hours, Tues - Sat, 9:30am-1:30pm.  
If you need to schedule a furniture pick up, please call Michelle at 
770-629-7718. Pickups by appointment only.

Visit Graceland’s Christmas Shop in December!

Saturday, December 3
Thursday, December 8
Saturday, December 10
Tuesday, December 13
Saturday, December 17
Tuesday, December 20
Thursday, December 22 
   - the last day for the season
 

Graceland will be closed for the Christmas 
holidays: Friday, December 23 - 
Tuesday, December 27 
 
Graceland will reopen for donations on 
Wednesday, December 28, at 9:30 am, 
and for shopping on Thursday,
 December 29, at 9:30am. 

 
We hope everyone has a very Merry Christmas.

We will be open in December:
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Congratulations to Lisa Tolleson and Nellie Ajami for their faithful service at Christian City.  

At last month’s Staff Service Awards, 
Lisa (left photo) was honored for 25 
years and Nellie (right photo) for 20 

years.  Nellie, who is 90 years old,
also serenaded those gathered.

The Christian City community grew last month when the first 
cottage for our new Thrive Young Adult Transitional Program 
opened. Five young women have moved into the renovated 
and redecorated cottage and have begun the journey to 
adulthood.

The Thrive program  provides housing, supportive services, and appropriate supervision for youth 18-22 years old 
so that program members can gain the skills necessary to be successful in life! Roughly 700 young people “age-
out” of the foster care system each year in Georgia - many are alone in navigating adulthood. Imagine being 18 
years old and on your own!  The Thrive program offers a safe, loving place for young adults to be guided into 
adulthood.

Cash Liquidations, Inc. of Forsyth and Michele Butt helped select beautiful new and liquidated furniture from 
high-end hotels to create a cottage ready for the young ladies to get a fresh start at Christian City.  We’re grateful 
to Cash Liquidations for working within a budget to furnish a beautiful, aspirational home! 

Thrive Cottage Opens

Here is a glimpse of the cottage just before the young ladies moved in.
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The Chaplain’s Office
 The Christmas season has begun – the signs 
are everywhere. Christmas trees have appeared 
on corners, decorations are being put up, Santa 
wish lists are being refined, gifts are being 
purchased, special programs are being planned, 
and arrangements for travel and wonderful 
meals are being made. Everywhere we go, our 
senses are filled with the sights, the sounds and 
the smells of Christmas! Throughout all the “stir” 
of this time of year, there is something else going 
on. It isn’t something that we can touch or see, 
but it is there – and just as tangible as the air all 
round us. It seems to have had an effect on us 
all. Where does this new-found energy come 
from?  What is it that has us humming a tune, 
even when we can’t carry one? What has 
“gotten into the water” that seems to have made 
everyone friendlier? Many refer to the unusual 
happening as the “Christmas spirit.” What really 
is that Christmas spirit? Many would define it as 
an excitement – an anticipation of something to 
come....
 When my daughter Ann was four, she took 
me to her bedroom to see her manger scene that 
she had set up on her nightstand. As she proudly 
led me over to her bed, I noticed right away that 
the animals, shepherds and wise men were in 
some non-traditional positions. Her nightstand 
top was completely cleared, except for the very 
center – and there in the center was every figure 
of the manger scene, all pushed up against each 
other so that the manger was barely visible.  
I complimented her on her arrangement and 

asked her why the figures 
were so close together. She 
gleefully answered that 
they were there for the baby 
Jesus to keep them all warm!
 Her efforts and outlook gave me a lesson that 
I still reflect on today – her joy for Christmas was 
not found in what the other figures were doing, 
but in what the babe of the manger was doing 
for them. For her, the individuals in the Christmas 
story were not as important – their stories were 
set aside. To this day, I marvel at her ability to see 
the true source of the excitement of Christmas.  It 
is not in the presents and decorations, the parties 
and the carols; nor is it found in ourselves and 
our relationships alone. The source of the joy and 
excitement of Christmas is found as we lose 
ourselves into what Jesus came to do in us! To look 
to ourselves, our traditions, our plans and our 
activities alone as the source of our Christmas 
spirit can rob us of the true, lasting blessing of 
having and sharing a truly joyful and rich 
celebration.
 May we see the true source of our excite-
ment, our joy and our hope as we huddle around 
the manger together. May we be lost to all those 
“things” around us that distract.  May we 
embrace the light of God’s warming love through 
the babe of the manger who is God’s own Son 
- who came that we might have life! May this 
motivate our Christmas spirit, focus our 
celebration and bless our shared experiences…  
Merry Christmas!
    Carl

Carl Ryden, Chaplain and Spiritual Care Officer, may be reached at 770-703-2670 or carlr@pruitthealth.com

Start a new Christian City tradition!  Our Christian City Advent Wreath is set up in the 
Welcome Center Chapel through the month of December.  Each Monday at 10:30 am, there 
will be a 15-minute Advent candle lighting ceremony. Along with the lighting, there will be 
the reading of Scripture and prayer. The candles will remain lit through our Christmas 
celebration. Join us each Monday morning for this brief, and special time!


