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 What do 70-year-old Richard Barr, a Christian City 
resident, and 17-year-old Jordan Hamilton-Paige, a 
Fayetteville resident, have in common? Scouting.
 Richard was a Cub Scout, Boy Scout and Eagle Scout 
when he was growing up in Indiana and Maryland. 
Scouts enriched his life and taught him many skills. 
Most importantly, he had the opportunity to put into 
practice character skills such as self-
control, caring for others and being a 
leader. 
 Jordan went down the same path of 
Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts. And now 
he is working on his Eagle Scout project, a fire pit on the 

campus of Christian City. With the assistance of other 
Scouts in his troop, several parents, and the Christian City 
maintenance department, Jordan began building the fire 
pit near the Recreation Center in April. 
 Richard and Jordan’s paths crossed one day when 
Richard noticed Jordan and his troop working on their 
project at Christian City. 

 “Seeing the Scouts working on a project near the 
rec center brought back memories of my time in the 
Scouting program,” said Richard. “I talked with Jordan, 
and shared similar personal experiences from more than 
50 years earlier. I told him the Eagle award was not the 
final achievement, but the beginning of service to God 
and country. Later, I brought my collection of patches 
and awards and showed them to Jordan and the others 
assisting with his project.” 
 Why did Jordan choose Christian City and the fire pit 
project?  “It’s my way of giving back, because of what 
my grandparents do for me,” Jordan said. One of his 
grandparents lives five minutes away from Jordan’s home, 
and the other grandparent lives about thirty minutes 

“We are so thankful that Jordan chose Christian City
as the beneficiary of his Eagle Scout project.” 

- Tyler Garcia, Director of Campus Recreation

Jordan Hamilton-Paige (pictured 
above at right) and other Boy Scouts 
joined together to build a recreational 
fire pit at Christian City as Jordan’s 
Eagle Scout project.

Senior resident, Richard Barr, shares his Scouting scrapbook with 
Jordan at the project work site.  (Cover photos by Larry Regier) Continued on pages 4 & 5
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Town Hall Meeting
 Residents and staff of Larry Moore Manor, John 
Sparks Manor, Gene Miller Manor and Garden Terrace 
apartments are invited to attend one of two town hall 
meetings offered on the following dates:

   Wednesday, June 9, 2021 at 10:00am
  Thursday, June 10, 2021 at 9:30am
  Children’s Village Outdoor Pavilion

  The primary discussion at this town hall meeting 
will revolve around the purchase of Larry Moore 
Manor, John Sparks Manor, Gene Miller Manor and 
Garden Terrace apartments by National Church 
Residences. Two Town Hall sessions are being offered 
to allow for proper social distancing. Please sign up to 
attend one of the two sessions.

  This meeting will be hosted by National Church 
Residences and will include an update on the 
significant upgrades that they plan to provide to 
the existing apartments after purchase.

  National Church Residences is a faith-based, 
non-profit organization that specializes in providing 
affordable senior housing.  They were founded about 
the same time as Christian City, in the early 1960’s, 
and have grown into one of the largest providers of 
senior housing in the country with over 340 senior 
communities spanning 25 states. Christian City and 
National Church Residences have had an association 
since the 1990’s when we sold our Christian City 
property in southwest Florida. National Church 
Residences was also the first provider of the Resident 
Service Coordinator program we now have.

  Please mark your calendar and plan to attend one 
of the two sessions planned for June 9 at 10:00am or 
June 10 at 9:30am in the Children’s Village Outdoor 
Pavilion. Transportation will be provided. Please wear 
your mask and plan to adhere to social distancing 
guidelines during the town hall meeting. Sign up to 
attend a session by calling your office manager or 
service coordinator.

Can giving make you healthier?  
According to the Cleveland Clinic,

YES!

Whether giving of your time or supporting a 
charitable organization (like Christian City), the 
health benefits of giving can include:
	 •	 Lower	blood	pressure
	 •	 Increased	self-esteem
	 •	 Less	depression
	 •	 Lower	stress	levels
	 •	 Longer	life
	 •	 Greater	happiness	and	satisfaction.
  

WOW!

No wonder so many of our residents enjoy 
volunteering and supporting Christian City 
financially.  This research is “doctor-approved!” 

But long ago we learned that “God loves a 
cheerful giver.” 2 Cor 9:7.  Also Luke 6:38, 
“Give and it will be given unto you,” and in Acts, 
“…you must support the weak…”

God designed us to enjoy giving.  So, I encourage 
you.  Our team is here to help you make a gift that 
will warm your heart.

Giving thanks for you,

    LaVann Landrum
    Chief Development Officer
    Llandrum@christiancity.org 
    770/703-2632G
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Thank You to our wonderful customers for a successful Spring Fling. 
We also appreciate your continued support of Graceland. 

Please Note:  The week of June 28th - July 2nd, Graceland will only be open
on the following days:
 Monday,  June 28th -  9:30-1:30 for donations only
 Tuesday, June 29th -  9:30-2:30 store will be open; donations will be 
 accepted 9:30-1:30
 Wednesday, June 30th - Friday,  July 2nd - Graceland will be CLOSED.
 We will reopen on Tuesday,  July 6th.

7425	Red	Oak	Road		•		Union	City,	GA	30291		•		770-629-7718	

Patriotic Golf Cart Parade
Music

Cookout
Community Fun!

Join us for an 

INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION!
Mark your calendars
for Friday, July 2nd! 

RSVP to Tyler Garcia at 770-703-2730 or 
tgarcia@christiancity.org to participate in the parade!



away. “I get to see one of my grandparents every day, 
and the other one every other week,” Jordan said. 
 Another reason why Jordan chose Christian City 
had to do with his work in the Student Council and 
CNA Certification efforts. 
 “In seventh grade, I was in the student council 
and we raised money and bought Christmas gifts for 
the children,” he said, referring to the young people 
who live at Christian City Children’s Village. When it 
was time to find a place to do his Eagle Scout project, 
Jordan remembered Christian City. He liked the idea 
of helping a place that is important to both children 
and seniors. And he also wanted to give back to 
the organization that helped him in earning CNA 
Certification. 
 When Jordan approached Christian City about 
doing his Eagle Scout project, he was given a selection 
of ideas from which to choose. The fire pit stood out to 
him immediately as a way for residents to get together, 
especially after not being allowed to gather in large 
groups indoors during the pandemic. Within a week 
after the first meeting, Jordan sent a sketch over to the 
Director of Campus Recreation, Tyler Garcia, with his 
ideas for the fire pit. He continued to be thorough and 
communicative through the entire process. 
 “I can’t wait to use our new amenity for program-
ming,” said Tyler. “The fire pit presents many 
programming opportunities and also provides 

another amenity for residents to use with their friends and 
families.” 
 Jordan has been elected Senior Patrol Leader for his 
troop three times, the highest Scout rank. Twenty other 
scouts in the troop were willing to help with Jordan’s Eagle 
Scout project, which is a testament to his leadership skills. 
 “The respect the scouts held for Jordan was obvious as 
they worked together to build the fire pit,” Richard said.
 “Because I have helped them with their projects or 
rank requirements, they are willing to help me, also. And 
they also earn service hours,” Jordan said.
 In fact, Jordan has thousands of hours in community 
service. “I love to help others,” he said. “I have a passion to 
help older people.” 
 Jordan admires his mother, Cynthia Paige, for her 
strong work ethic and consistently caring demeanor.  “I 
learned these things from my mom,” he said. “She loves 
people, and she loves helping.”
 In addition to the Scouts, Jordan is dedicated to his 
education. During his senior year of high school, he was 
dually enrolled in college courses and he is also a CNA 
working toward his certification in phlebotomy. 

Eagle Scout Project Adds Recreational Amenity at Christian City (continued from page 1)

 What are Jordan’s future plans after graduating from 
high school in May 2021? 
	 “I	plan	to	go	to	Kennesaw	State	University	and	major	
in finance.” Jordan said. He earned a rank requirement 
in this field, has read books about finance, and was 
influenced by a friend. “I want to teach money skills to my 
community,” he said. 
 Christian City’s staff and residents are grateful for 
the new amenity Jordan’s project has provided. “We 
are so thankful that Jordan chose Christian City as the 
beneficiary of his Eagle Scout project,” said Tyler Garcia, 
Director of Campus Recreation. “This past year has really 
shown us the importance of community. I’m thankful that 
Jordan has created another spot for us to gather and I’m 
excited for the program opportunities the new fire pit 
provides - s’mores, storytelling, and just plain socializing 
and more. It’s great that residents now have another 
place to gather,” Tyler said.

Photos by Larry Regier except as noted.

4 5

Photo by Clark Hill

Photo by Clark Hill Photo by Clark Hill



7

O’Neals Are Actively Enjoying Retirement
at Christian City

Residents of Harper Valley for the last five years, 
Debbie and Danny O’Neal are enjoying their life 
at Christian City. “We have great neighbors who 
are always willing to help when needed,” 
the couple said.

Debbie (aka Debo) was raised in Stone 
Mountain, Georgia, by an Atlanta police 
officer and a sales associate for the original Sears 
and Roebuck store in Atlanta. Danny grew 
up in Mountain View, Georgia, with his Delta 
Air Lines aircraft mechanic dad and his 
stay-at-home mom. Danny and Debo each 
have three siblings, and both are the second 
oldest child in their families.

In 1971, Danny and Debo met at the wedding party for a friend. Just five years later, Danny and 
Debo were also married and proud parents of two children. While raising their children, Debo 
worked as a manager for National Yellow Pages at Bellsouth until she retired after 31 years with 
the company. Danny served in the Air Force for four years before going to work for Southwest 
Airlines as a Ground Support Mechanic. He retired after 23 years with Southwest.

Upon	retirement,	the	O’Neals	chose	to	downsize	from	their	Jonesboro	home	which	required	a	lot	
of maintenance. “Moving to Christian City allowed us to say ‘goodbye’ to the worries and stress 
of homeownership,” the O’Neals commented. 

Without a doubt, these Harper Valley residents are actively enjoying retirement. Debo can most 
often be found at their home crafting, volunteering at Christian City, or spending time with her 
grandchildren. Meanwhile, Danny enjoys volunteering at Christian city, gardening in the 
Community Garden, helping neighbors in the community, or sitting out on the patio at their 
home. 

Debo and Danny are taking life as it comes and have plans to travel once COVID-19 has passed. 
They hope to visit places like the Outer Banks of North Carolina, Alaska, Hawaii, and New 
England. 

If you are looking for neighbors that are welcoming and inviting, you’ll enjoy meeting Danny and 
Debo O’Neal. Reach out soon to introduce yourself!
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Are you a runner or walker? Do you have family and friends that like to run and/or walk? The Christian City 
Teen Board is hosting a fun run/walk at Christian City on June 12th and wants all our residents to get 
involved! The race will begin at the Welcome Center and wind its way through the lovely Christian City 
campus.  All ages and abilities are encouraged to participate!  Invite anyone you know to join us for the 
5K run/walk or the 1-mile run/walk. Registration is $20 now, but will increase to $30 on May 12th. All 
proceeds benefit the Children & Family Programs here at Christian City. We also have sponsorships 
available if you know an individual or business that would be interested in supporting Christian City. 
Go to www.christiancity.org/raceforsafeplace to register or call Lissa Rand at 770-703-2636.

Win $200 toward your Maintenance 
Fee or Rent for June 2021!
On June 12, the Christian City Teen Board is hosting a fun run/walk here on our 
lovely campus and we want our residents to get involved. For each race registration, 
you will receive a chance to win $200 off your maintenance fee or rent for the month of 
June. Get your family and friends to sign up – the more registrations, the more chances 
you have to win! All ages and abilities are encouraged to participate, and each 
participant receives a cool race t-shirt.  Visit www.christiancity.org/raceforsafeplace or 
contact Lissa Rand at 770-703-2636 to sign up today!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Don’t care to run or walk the race? Then you 
can be a volunteer! We have various volunteer 
opportunities from 8am-11am on race day. 

 Just contact Lissa Rand at erand@christiancity.
org or call 770-307-2636 to let her know you 
are willing to help.
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The Chaplain’s Corner
     “Toto, I’ve a feeling we’re 
not in Kansas anymore.” 
     In the movie The Wizard of 
Oz, Dorothy expresses these 

words as she finds herself suddenly pulled away 
from the stable and familiar into a situation that is 
unknown – and uncomfortable.  Strange and 
possibly threatening…
 Fifteen months ago, things seemed to be 
“bumping along” for most of us.  Our routines were 
underway, our relationships were consistent; we 
felt secure in our public and personal lives, did our 
shopping and dining – church attendance and work.  
We came/returned from tasks, journeys and errands.  
We enjoyed the company of friends, neighbors and 
family. Some would say it was “normal.”
 That all changed very quickly, as the COVID-19 
virus spread across our nation and the world.  The 
virus came upon us quickly – and profoundly.  We 
were not prepared and ready to respond to the 
challenges we faced.  We shifted into a crisis mode 
in a world where going to the store was life-
threatening and our ability to see and feel each 
other was dangerous.  We became isolated.  The 
things that defined us – that gave us meaning – 
were out of reach.  A year of “fog” marked by a 
shared, on-going level of anxious fear and stress. 
A year of loss. 
 Today is a better day – Praise God!  While the 
effects of the virus continue to have its way in parts 
of the world, our own darkest days are behind us.  
We are vaccinated for the most part, new cases 
have drastically fallen.  Our experiences and our 
relationships are now being restored.  We can meet 
and hug again; we can share again the same space 
in wonderful personal interaction; we can gather as 

God’s people.  Moving from a long darkness to a 
revitalizing, precious light!  We breathe again.
 God is mystery.  God is far beyond our ability 
to comprehend.  God loves us with an everlasting 
love that transcends the most difficult things this 
fallen world can muster.  Although we were unable 
to express together our love and trust in God - even 
as we questioned the trial we were enduring, He 
has been with us.  He came to us in every moment.  
Just as He always has been, we knew He was that 
“very present help in times of trouble.”  In our days 
of doubt and questioning, He listened.  To our 
discouragement and fear, His presence; to our 
needs, His provision.  As we felt overwhelmed, He 
refreshed our secure hope that we would come 
through.  He came, and comes to us in ways we do 
not always fully realize – He guides. He protects. 
He delivers.
 The Wizard of Oz’s Dorothy endured trial and 
returned home.  That “home” was both the same 
and different.  The storm brought reunion and a 
refreshed sense of life - Hollywood’s stories have 
good endings.  But our journey is that and so much 
more.  It is the reality of victory through trial; of 
God’s faithfulness and care.  A trust and hope that 
is secure – as it has always been.  Life that is not 
random and by chance, but by purpose and plan 
given by the one who knows and loves us.  We find 
anew the treasures we have in one another and a 
life where we can anticipate the joys God has for us.  
A day of peace and a bright hope for tomorrow – 
Great is God’s faithfulness! 
 Home is both the same – and different.  Thanks 
be to our God….   

   Love, Carl

“One thing I ask from the Lord, this only do I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life,
to gaze on the beauty of the Lord and to seek him in his temple. For in the day of trouble he will keep me safe in

his dwelling; he will hide me in the shelter of his sacred tent and set me high upon a rock.”  Psalm 27:4,5

Please remain in prayer for those who continue to endure the trial of the virus.

Carl Ryden, Chaplain and Spiritual Care Officer, may be reached
at 770-703-2670 or carlr@pruitthealth.com.


