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Community Garden Ready
for Spring Planting
Last month, volunteers, residents, and staff members
committed two days of hard work in the Community
Garden to get it ready for the 2021 Spring planting
season. Eleven in-ground beds, three above-ground
beds, and six butterfly garden boxes were rebuilt on day
one. On day two, manure was added to all the beds
and they were tilled and prepared for planting. “This
project could not have been completed without the help
of volunteers,” said Tyler Garcia, Director of Campus
Recreation.

A “friendship sorority” volunteer
group worked with staff and
residents in the community garden.

who use it. It is a quiet space to work with your hands;
it’s a source of fresh produce that each of us has a part in
producing; and it’s a place to meet and get to know our
neighbors. For these and many other reasons, we are all
grateful to those who recently gave of their time to help
rebuild the raised beds, put borders around several plots,
and roto-till the plots so that they could be ready for
spring planting.”
These improvements to the Community Garden were
made possible with a grant from Food Well Alliance, a
collaborative network of local leaders working together
to build thriving community gardens and urban farms in
Metro Atlanta.

A volunteer group from Douglasville that styles
themselves as a “friendship sorority” made this project
possible. This group not only
“This project could not have been completed
gathers for social events, but
The Community Garden is
without the help of volunteers,” said Tyler
they also volunteer together.
an amenity that is open to all
This is the second time they
Garcia, Director of Campus Recreation.
Christian City residents. For
have volunteered at Christian
more information or to put your name on the waiting
City; previously, they helped decorate the campus for
list for a garden plot, please contact Tyler Garcia at
Christmas. “Sharon and her friends spent two days
770-703-2730.
helping to rebuild beds and get our garden ready for the
planting season. The group also donated the manure
Please see pages 4 & 5 for more photos from the
that was used to enrich the soil in preparation for the
community garden volunteer day.
upcoming growing season,” said Tyler.
Richard Barr, the current garden club president and a
resident of Dogwood Circle at Christian City said, “The
community garden means different things to each of us
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Are you a runner or walker? Do you have family and friends that like to run and/or walk? The Christian City
Teen Board is hosting a fun run/walk at Christian City on June 12th and wants all our residents to get
involved! The race will begin at the Welcome Center and wind its way through the lovely Christian City
campus. All ages and abilities are encouraged to participate! Invite anyone you know to join us for the
5K run/walk or the 1-mile run/walk. Registration is $20 now, but will increase to $30 on May 12th. All
proceeds benefit the Children & Family Programs here at Christian City. We also have sponsorships
available if you know an individual or business that would be interested in supporting Christian City.
Go to www.christiancity.org/raceforsafeplace to register or call Lissa Rand at 770-703-2636.

Mark Your Calendar!

Graceland’s SPRING FLING
Saturday, May 8th, 2021 - 9:30 -3:00
Raffle drawing for $50.00 VISA gift card
Concessions: BBQ Sandwiches, Hot Dogs,
Nachos, Chips, Drinks and Desserts.
Sales throughout the store
Parking will be on the ballfield Gate will open @ 9:00
Please note: Graceland will be closed
May 3-7 to prepare for the Spring Fling.
7425 Red Oak Road • Union City, GA 30291 • 770-629-7718
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Did you know that April is Child Abuse
Prevention & Awareness Month?

Pool Open to
Active Senior Living
Residents!

Did you know that Christian City Children &
Family Programs play a tremendous role in
aiding abused children? Children who come to
the Children’s Village, to our Safe Place
cottage, and to our Crossroads Foster &
Adoption Program have experienced all forms
of abuse – physical, sexual, and neglect. Some
children have unfortunately continued to
experience abuse in foster homes and other
programs meant to protect them.

Residents who have received both of their COVID-19
vaccines and have passed the 2-week period after their
second dose are now able to attend Open Swim and
Water Fitness programs at the pool.

At Christian City, children are safe. They
are loved. Supervision and policies are in place
to prevent any harm from coming to them under
our watch. We are grateful to the thousands
of individuals who share their funds to keep our
kids safe from abuse.

Residents who have attended programs at the pool
before must provide a copy of their vaccine card.
New residents will need an application, a doctor’s
release, and to provide a copy of their vaccine card.
Residents will be screened daily upon entry and must
contact Tiffany Alvarez at 770-703-2627.
RSVPs are required.

In past years, we have offered the Stewards of
Children sexual abuse prevention training. If
you would like to participate in a training this
year, please contact Tiffany Sutherland at
TSutherland@Christiancity.org

8am: Open Swim
9am, 10am, and 12:30:
Water Fitness Classes

Another way you can be part of this great work
is by becoming a volunteer in the Count Me In
Campaign. Contact Lissa Rand at
770/703-2636) or LRand@ChristianCity.org.

			
			
			
			

LaVann Landrum
Chief Development Officer
Llandrum@christiancity.org
770/703-2632
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Meet
Doreen and
Aubrey Wilburg Hilltop Acres
Residents Since 2014
By Carmen Thill, Community Manager,
Life Lease Patio Homes at Christian City
Photo by Larry Regier

Born in Guyana, South America, Doreen and
Aubrey Wilburg are world travelers with a zest for
life and helping others.

mothers of the boys and Doreen sat on the sidelines. Over time, Doreen got the mothers together
and formed a soccer team that traveled throughout
Georgia. Doreen went on to start Fulton County’s
first women’s soccer league, and Aubrey started the
first men’s soccer team for Fulton County.

Before settling into their Christian City patio home
in Hilltop Acres, the Wilburgs each lived in New York
where they met in college and eventually got married. Doreen and Aubrey have two children and six
grandchildren that they love dearly. After moving
from New York to Georgia to raise their children,
Doreen and Aubrey moved to Christian City in April
2014 to be closer to Doreen’s mother who lived in
Hilltop Acres. “She enjoyed her quiet, safe neighborhood with friends around,” Doreen said.

The Wilburgs are avid travelers, visiting other
countries for six to eight months at a time. Prior to
the pandemic, they visited Hong Kong, the
Dominican Republic, Singapore and more!
During the pandemic, Doreen has spent time with
art, painting and drawing. Aubrey enjoys being
an occasional entertainer for hired events; he
sings, dances, and plays music.

Aubrey and Doreen describe growing up in Guyana
as “great and terrific,” because everyone there knew
one another and helped out when someone was in
need. The Wilburgs paint a picture of Guyana as
a place where “it takes a village” is reality; children
had influences in their raising from all members of
the community.

Aubrey believes each person has their own life
experiences and should be respected for them. “In
order to understand someone’s point of view, you
must listen and try to understand their
experiences,” he said.
I hope you have enjoyed getting to know a little
more about your neighbors in Hilltop Acres,
Doreen and Aubrey Wilburg. I know I did!

Team sport activities have also been important
to the Wilburg family. While raising their children,
Aubrey coached his boys’ soccer team while the
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A Remembrance Service will be held Tuesday, April 27, 2021,
in the Welcome Center Chapel, to honor our residents who passed
from August 2020 to March 2021. In order to maintain social distancing,
two services will be offered – one at 11:00 am and one at 3:00 pm.
Please RSVP, with the number attending, to 770-703-2670
or spiritualcare@christiancity.org.

Residents Being Honored:
Phyllis Aaron
Martha Adams
Mary Aguiar
Judith Andersen
Helen Battle
Josephine Billingslea
Ron Brown
Yvonne Brown
Betty Bryson
Wanda Burns
Emma Carpenter
Oneita Carr
Buford Cato
Herman Clark
Esther Cooper
Gussie Cooper
Gary Davis
Karin Davis
Janet DeFord
Anne Deslaurier
Judson Dinkins
Ruby Dobbs
Allie Ruth Dorsey
Marcia Dupree

Ralph Edwards
Kathleen Eidson

Sarah Middlebrooks
Barbara Jean Mitchell
Betty Mobley
Richard Mobley
Philip Morris
Sonja Morris
Bill Muckenfuss

Sara Fields
Wilson Flemister
Henrietta Gay
Raymond Geter
Belle Godfrey
Mildred Goode
Willie Gossom
Bennie Gripper
William Grist
Dayle Grose

Wanda Neighbors
Helen Nobles
Marilyn Oliver
Harry Parker

Walter Hasenfus
Corene Heard
Willa Mae Heisler
Robert Horsefield
Lee Howard

John Reeves
Agnes Renner
Marion Richardson
Barbara Riggins
Mary Safrit
James Santel
Lawrence Schwartz
Mary Scott
Emma Shannon
Robert Sims
Cicero Singleton

Carolyn Jackson
George Johnson
Wendy Johnson
Doris McCain
Ruby Mickles
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Louise Sisley
Evelyn Smith
Velma Smith
Gail Sorrow
John Sorrow
John Sparks, Jr.
Margaret Speir
Tommy Stephens
Harold Stone
Howard Sullivan
Albert Thompson
Dolores Tillman
Jim Truluck
Gwendolyn Walker
Glenn Walton
Clarence Weston
Dorothy Williams
Joyce Williamson
Flora Wilson
Alva Wood
Lamar Wood
Eleanor Zentkovich

The Chaplain’s Corner
WAIT THREE DAYS
On that beautiful Easter Monday morning, I noticed the old flower lady sitting in her usual
place inside a small archway. At her feet corsages and boutonnieres were parading on top
of an out spread newspaper. The flower lady was smiling, her wrinkled old face alive with
some inner joy; on impulse, I said to her, “My, you look happy this morning.” “Why not?” she
answered, “Everything is good.” She was dressed so shabbily and seemed so very old that I
couldn’t help saying, “Don’t you have any troubles?”
“You can’t reach my age and not have troubles,” she replied, “Only it’s like Jesus and Good
Friday. When Jesus was crucified on Good Friday, that was the worst day for the whole world.
When I get troubles, I remember that, and also what happened only three days later, Easter
and our Lord’s resurrection. So when things go wrong, I have learned to give God a chance.
I’ve learned to wait three days knowing things somehow will get better.” And she smiled
goodbye.
But whenever I have troubles, her words still follow me: “Give God a chance. Wait three days.”
By Pat Barnes – The Fishing Line

not just bear the cross, He used it. When
life threw a cross at Jesus, He took hold of
that worst thing that could happen to Him
and made it into the best thing that could
happen for all mankind. It was hate and
He turned it into a revelation of Love. God
turned the darkest day into the brightest day
and it only took three days.
The power of God as exhibited in the
resurrection of Jesus from the dead affords
the hope for the confused, weary, sin sick
world today. The same divine power that
conquered sin and death is available to each
one of us. CHRIST IN US, THE HOPE OF
GLORY.		
- Max Smith

George Tyrrell spoke this truth when
he said, “Again and again I have been
tempted to give up the struggle but always
the figure of that strange Man hanging
upon the Cross has sent me back to my
task again.”
We must understand that there can be
no crown without the cross. This we can
see in the life and death of Jesus, that you
cannot obtain the crown unless you have
first conquered the cross. Seeming
disaster and defeat had to come to the life
of Jesus before victory and triumph
followed. The cross was difficult for Jesus
but it was a means to an end. Christ did

Minister Max Smith serves as a ministry volunteer in the Spiritual Care Office at Christian City.
For over 70 years, Max has faithfully, passionately and effectively shared the Good News of the Gospel.
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