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 It’s been almost a year since Christian City went into 
lockdown following the outbreak of COVID-19. From 
the beginning, residents were eager to do their part 
to help slow the spread - volunteering to sew masks, 
donating money to purchase PPE, calling a neighbor 
to check in, or just socially distancing and hunkering 
down inside their homes. In February of 2021, Christian 
City residents continued to do their part in protecting 
themselves and their community by getting their 
COVID-19 vaccines. 
 Two clinics were held for our Active Senior Living 
residents in February, along with the three clinics at the 
Assisted Living and Skilled Nursing Centers at Christian 

City. In total, over 650 residents, staff, and volunteers 
received their vaccine, including 241 Active Senior 
Living residents. 
 “I decided to get the vaccine to protect myself and 
others.  I haven’t been able to be with my family for 
over a year and this will be a further step for that to 
happen.  Yes, I have lost friends, teacher colleagues, 
and ministry associates to this virus.  I am determined 
to help defeat this virus and its devastating effects.
The vaccine, masks and other precautions will be 
important to defeating it.  God is always in control 
and has a purpose for all of us in this pandemic.  He 
many times told us do not fear, be courageous and 
trust in Him.  Let us continue with our trust in Him and 
not in ourselves,” states Jan Gwaltney, Harper Valley 
resident. 
 Few people, if any, can say that the pandemic 
hasn’t affected their lives in some way. Christian City 
has lost residents, staff, supporters, and other loved 
ones. We are all grateful for the residents, staff, and 
volunteers who eagerly accepted the vaccine and rolled 
up their sleeves for themselves and others. While the 
vaccine is not mandatory, getting the shot is highly 
encouraged for the greater good and to save lives. 

(Continued on pages 4-5)
 

Along with hundreds of residents, 
staff and volunteers, Mr. and Mrs. 
Keith Horton got their shots at 
Christian City’s vaccine clinic.



Renovation Update 
for Apartment Residents

 National Church Residences’ Relocation Project Leader, 
Kristen Knight will provide a campus wide letter next month 
updating apartment residents on a timeframe and contact 
information while she is out on maternity leave. 
 Current apartment residents with questions can contact 
their property manager or Kristen Knight, Relocation Project 
Leader at National Church Residences, at (614) 273-3803.

3

What are Legacy Providers? 
Legacy Providers are among the dearest and 
most treasured supporters of Christian City.  
Not only have these individuals faithfully 
supported our ministry through their financial 
gifts, large or small, but they have also ensured 
that support for Christian City extends beyond 
their physical lives!

Legacy providers are people who let us know 
that they have included a gift to Christian City in 
their wills or as part of their estate plans.  How 
much they leave may be a prescribed amount or 
a remainder after they have provided for family 
members.  Their gifts may be large or small, but 
the love they show is always powerful.

Last year, Christian City received a record 
$656,987 combined from multiple donors!  
What a tremendous help this was in a year 
impacted by the pandemic!  Thank God that 
people thought so many years ago to provide 
for Christian City in such a special way.

It is our pleasure and honor to recognize Legacy 
Providers in our annual donor listing – at the very 
top of the list.  You can always find this list on our 
website at www.christiancity.org/give, and click 
“Our Supporters.”  As their support extends after 
they are gone, so Christian City’s recognition 
extends in perpetuity.  What a privilege for us to 
do so.

If you have an interest, I would love to talk with you 
about possibilities of how you might become a 
Legacy Provider.  I hope to hear from you soon!

   Warmest regards,
   LaVann Landrum
   Chief Development Officer
   Llandrum@christiancity.org
   770/703-2632
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Store Hours:  Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday
                              9:30am - 2:30pm

Donation Hours:  Tuesday-Saturday, 9:30am - 1:30pm 
Goodie House is open:   Tuesday & Thursday
              10:30am - 12:00noon

Graceland Thrift Store is NOW OPEN! 

Thank you so much for your continued support of Graceland. 
7425 Red Oak Road  •  Union City, GA 30291  •  770-629-7718 

Christian City Celebrates Black History Month
In Spite Of COVID 19

Residents enjoyed many online activities this month 
in celebration of Black History. We featured an online 
concert series, as well as weekly spotlights of our 
Christian City Black History figures. In addition, we 
hosted Movie Days every Wednesday showing the 
movies A Raisin in the Sun, Black Panther, Hidden 
Figures, and 42. Our active senior living residents 
were also able to check out these films from our film 
Library. We were unable to come together this year, 
but that didn’t stop the celebration.
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 “What a blessing it was for CVS to accommodate us to be a host site for a 
lifesaving vaccine for our wonderful residents, staff and community partners,”  
said Keith Horton, President and CEO.
 It is important to remember that getting the vaccine is a light at the end of the tunnel, not the actual end. 
“Vaccines protect those who get them. Unfortunately, evidence shows that you can still possibly spread the 
disease once vaccinated,” said Tyler Garcia, quoting information on the CDC website. “Until 95% of our 
community has been vaccinated, we still need to follow all protocols.” These guidelines include wearing 
masks, social distancing, and limiting contact with those outside of your household.
 For any residents, staff or volunteers who missed out on getting the vaccine, Christian City staff is 
willing and eager to help residents make an appointment. Apartment residents should contact their 
Service Coordinator, and Patio Home residents should contact Tyler Garcia.

Did You Get Your Shot?

Christian City Strives
for 95% Vaccination Rate

(Continued from page 1)

Photos by Larry Regier
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Meet
Bertie Marshall

  Autumn Place 
  resident since 1990

 
  By Carmen Thill, Community Manager,
   Life Lease Patio Homes at Christian City

Raised with four siblings on an Alabama farm by 
a Southern Baptist preacher and a strong-spirited 
mother, Ms. Bertie Marshall is a vivacious 
95-year-old who has resided at Christian City 
for the past 30 years. 

From a young age, Bertie has enjoyed sewing, 
embroidery, and cross-stitching, even making her 
clothes and sewing dolls. In her adult years, she 
enjoyed softball, tennis, and golf, winning first 
place in the 1995 Georgia Golden Olympics for 
women’s golf. 

Ms. Marshall is known by her family to be a 
great cook and still enjoys cooking for others in 
her kitchen. She believes in giving of herself 
and expecting nothing in return, just as her 
mother did.

Bertie and her husband, Eddie, moved to their 
life-lease patio home in Autumn Place in 
December of 1990.  “At that time, Autumn 
Place included just three buildings,” she said. 

Thinking back about the decision to move to 
Christian City, Bertie said, “Where we lived in 
Coweta County, we had a pretty big yard and my 
husband loved to cut the grass. Around the time 

the lawn mower 
was about to give out, 
a friend of mine told me about 
moving to Christian City; she suggested 
that we move in, too. Lawnmowers were pretty 
expensive, so we decided it was the right time to 
move to Christian City! 

Bertie has fond memories of the start of Autumn 
Place’s monthly dinners for residents, complete 
with entertainment. She remembers being a star 
performer at a few of the dinners! Bertie and four 
of her friends started a “singing” group called 
the Mystery Quartet. They had fun lip-syncing to 
popular songs at Autumn Place dinners and at 
other events in the community.

Bertie and her husband also enjoyed gathering 
friends for socializing and golf. “One of our favorite 
activities was getting two or three other couples 
together to go somewhere, stay the night, and play 
golf,” she said. 

Although she stopped playing golf when her 
husband passed away in 1992, Bertie still believes 
in staying active and keeping your mind active. 
She has always believed, “if you don’t use it, you’ll 
lose it.”

Photo by Larry Regier
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Grief Support Program Available 
In-person and with COVID protocols

In partnership with Southwest Christian Church, 
an in-person GriefShare grief support program 
is now available to Christian City residents and 
families who have recently lost a loved one.  The 
group meets weekly on Sundays at 5pm in the 
church building.  The church is 15 minutes from 
Christian City. 

Many grieving people find they are only 
beginning the work of healing as they have 
returned to their daily life routines. Too often, 
people (including Christians) tend to suppress 
their grief instead of allowing it to do the 
God-given work for which it is intended.

GriefShare is a program that has Biblical, 
Christ-centered teaching that focuses on grief 
topics associated with the death of a loved one. 

You will find encouragement, comfort and help 
in grieving the death of a spouse, parent, sibling, 
other family – or friend. This is an opportunity to 
be around people who understand what you are 
feeling. You will learn valuable information about 
facing your “new normal” in life and renewing 
your hope for the future.

Please contact the Spiritual Care Office at 
(770) 703-2670 for more details.  There is no cost.

Do you know someone who may  
     be interested in moving to a   
          Christian City Patio Home?

If your referral moves into a patio 
home before 4/30/21, you’ll receive a 

Tell your friends about 
our Active Senior Living 
Patio Home communities 

and receive a  
REFERRAL BONUS!

christiancity.org  |  770-703-2749

$500 gift card! *

*Your referral must be documented at initial inquiry with an Active Senior 
Living staff member.
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The Chaplain’s Corner
I ate a doughnut this morning – it 
reminded me of a story…

On his way to work, Sam regularly 
drove out of his way to stop by his 
favorite bakery to pick up doughnuts 
for the office staff. This practice was 
scrapped when Sam decided that he 
was growing in the wrong directions 
and needed to go on a diet. Several 
weeks later, Sam drove by the bakery 
on his way to see a client. As he 
approached the bakery, he said to 
himself, “Maybe God wants me to 
stop by this morning and pick up 
some goodies for the office.”  So he 
told the Lord that he would only stop 
if God made a parking spot available 
right in front of the bakery. And, sure 
enough, there it was, a parking spot, 
right in front of the bakery – on his 
eighth trip around the block!

Most all of us, as God’s people, desire 
to do God’s will in our lives. There are 
times, though, that when we feel we 
have a pretty good idea of what God 

wants of us, it just 
happens to be in 
agreement with 
what we ourselves 
want.  We may go 
to great effort to make sure that what 
God “leads” us to do and what we 
want to do are the same thing.

God wants us to take action in 
pursuing His will, and not just sit in 
the starting gate, waiting for Him 
to give us a special divine revelation 
about what to do. But it is also true 
that we must make sure that we 
consciously “seek first” God’s agenda 
for our lives - and make sure that we 
do not substitute our own will for His. 

Did God intend for me to have a 
doughnut this morning? Well, …  

Matthew 6:33  
   
  Love,
  Carl

Carl Ryden, Chaplain and Spiritual Care Officer, may be reached
at 770-703-2670 or carlr@pruitthealth.com.


