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Jacque Thornton, Executive Director, 
Two Sparrows Village

Paul Chancey, Christian City Board 
of Trustees Chairman, welcomes 
Two Sparrows Village partnership.

Keith Horton, President & CEO of Christian City, speaks at 
the Two Sparrows Village dedication ceremony.

 Fayetteville-based nonprofit, Two Sparrows Village, has announced a partnership with Christian City to create 
an inclusive neuro-diverse housing option for adults with intellectual disabilities and autism. A Christian City 
cottage originally built in 1981 for the children’s residential program will be renovated and repurposed to create four 
independent-living apartments for Two Sparrows Village residents to live at Christian City. 
 Scheduled to begin in 2021, the partnership will also include an adult day service program for adults with intellectual 
disabilities and autism. Opportunities for recreational programming, volunteer activities and employment will be 
provided by Christian City. The John and Polly Sparks Foundation has provided funding for the cottage renovation.
 Jacque Thornton, Executive Director of Two Sparrows Village, remarked, “We are excited to partner with Christian 
City to lead and address this important housing option for our neighbors and the I/DD community. Communities like 
Two Sparrows Village foster natural interactions with neurotypical neighbors, roommates, co-workers, and volunteers.” 
 Keith Horton, President & CEO of Christian City, said, “The individuals served by Two Sparrows Village are 
differently abled, but they deserve quality affordable housing with supportive services and workforce opportunities. In 
line with our mission to extend Christ’s call to love our neighbor, Christian City is pleased to have the opportunity to 
expand housing and provide services for this vulnerable population through a partnership with Two Sparrows Village.”
 A dedication ceremony took place on January 9, 2021. Plans for cottage renovations are currently underway.



             Happy Birthday, Christian City!
 
 On Valentine’s Day, we celebrate love – including the love our 
founders had for God and for homeless children.  On February 14, 1965, 
Price Cottage opened as Christian City Home for Children.
 Fifty six years later, we still carry on the work envisioned by the 
Harpers, the Wilkersons, the Dyers, the Moores, and the Trimbles.  We 
still carry out God’s command to love your neighbor.  We still give of our 
time and our resources to do the work that changes lives. 
 In fact, giving to Christian City has continued to be strong despite a 
worldwide pandemic. Many people make small gifts to provide for over 
$2.5M to sustain our programs.  What a blessing to be a part of 
something so much bigger than myself!
Thank you, and may you have a very happy Valentine’s Day/Birthday.  
You are loved.
    LaVann Landrum, Chief Development Officer
	 	 	 	 Llandrum@christiancity.org	•	770/703-2632
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Renovation Update 
for Apartment Residents

We hope you all had a 
wonderful holiday, and we look 
forward to the exciting 
renovations that await us in 
2021. Our Atlanta team has 
been hard at work over the last 
few months working diligently 
on our final applications for 
Christian City. We are still on 
track to start our renovations 
towards the end of the first 
quarter of 2021.

Our Relocation Project Leader, 
Kristen Knight, will be starting 
her maternity leave in March. 
A National Church Residences 
staff member will be in her 
stead while she is out of the 
office. Please be on the lookout 
for additional correspondence 
next month to provide an 
update on who to contact 
during this time.  

National Church Residences’ 
staff working on renovation 
preparations will continue to 
update apartment residents via 
written and verbal 
communication. Current 
apartment residents with 
questions can contact their 
property manager or Kristen 
Knight, Relocation Project 
Leader at National Church 
Residences, at (614)	273-3803.
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“Your word is a ... light to my path”

To sign up, just go to:        bit.ly/ccityinsight

Simply enter your name and email — It’s free and you can 
unsubscribe any time. You can also find Insights for Service  
on our website at christiancity.org/insight

The Spiritual Care Office provides a daily 
inspirational and encouraging Insight for Service 

message to the staff at Christian City. Would you 
like to receive this daily encouragement, too?

Invite yourfriends & family to sign up too!

Sign up for daily, inspiring encouragement  
sent straight to your email inbox.

A huge thank you to everyone who came out to get their 
vaccine on February 1st. Second doses of the vaccine will be 
administered on Feb.22nd. Please listen 
to call multipliers for more information. 

Please remember we still need to:
 •  Wear your mask
 •  Stay 6 feet apart
 •  Wash your hands!
 •  Avoid crowds!

Per the CDC, with most COVID-19 vaccines, you will need 
2 shots for them to work. It takes time for your body to 
build protection after any vaccination. It’s important for 
everyone to continue using all the tools available to help 
us stop this pandemic. Thank you for doing your part!

ATTENTION:  If you would like to be vaccinated and were 
unavailable for the clinic, please contact your Service 
Coordinator (apartment residents) or Tyler Garcia 
(patio home residents) to be referred to a 
location near you.

Graceland 
Thrift Store

Supporting Christian City
Children & Family Programs

7425 Red Oak Road,
Union City, GA  30291

Due to the
COVID pandemic, 
Graceland is closed
until further notice.

770-629-7718

3

Community Needs Assessment Survey
You are a valuable asset to the Christian City community, and we want to 
hear from you!  Moving forward, we are working to picture the possibilities 
as current services/campus offerings could be expanded to service even 
more people in need.  As part of future growth, we want community input 
regarding any operations or services that could be modified OR included 
to meet the needs of the greater metropolitan community. 

Whether you are a resident, employee, current or past client, volunteer, 
community member, or partner in service, we appreciate all that you mean 
to the Christian City family and want to ensure your voice is captured at 
every stage of this juncture. A private consulting firm, Intentional Focus, has 
been commissioned to independently guide this process. If you have any 
questions about the Community Needs Assessment, you can email commu-
nity@intentionalfocusnow.com	or	678.304.6222.

Three	ways	to	share	your	voice	before	FEBRUARY	7th:
     1.  Complete the survey, insert and return it to your building manager.
     2.  Drop in the basket on the front door of the Recreation Center.
					 3.		Use	this	weblink	to	complete	an	electronic	version:
	 	 or	go	to:	https://bit.ly/3c6JsmR
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Every February, people across the nation come together for events and activities to 
celebrate Black History Month. It’s a time for us to continue our collective journey of 
honoring and deepening our knowledge of the history and contributions of African 
Americans and people of African descent.

Christian City’s Spotlight Black History Figures
 These are the stories of our staff, residents, and their families’ amazing 
contributions to Black History.

MARIE RUSSELL
(Christian City Resident)

 Marie Russell is a 
resident of Larry Moore 
Manor, and grew up 
during the Civil Rights 
Movement. She was born 
in Chicago and lived in 
both Virginia and New 
Jersey before she moved 
to Georgia. She can talk 
about living through the 

race riots in New Jersey or seeing the “whites only” 
signs on water fountains, but for her the most 
important thing in her history is storytelling.
  Marie shares her stories of the Civil Rights 
Movement and her personal faith journey with her 
grandchildren (and great!) through both pictures 
and verbal storytelling. She has an “innumerable” 
amount of grand and great-grandchildren and 
enjoys sharing her history with them, including how 
she converted from Judaism to Christianity! The 
culture of storytelling is so important to keep alive, 
especially during Black History Month. Marie 
encourages all Christian City residents to spend 
time with their children and grandchildren and 
share the stories they have lived through.
 Throughout this pandemic Ms. Russell has a 
Zoom video with her family every Wednesday night. 
They share life through singing, praying, having 
a	meal,	and	telling	their	stories.	Ms.	Russell	is	76	
years old.

SARA FIELDS
(Christian City Resident)

 Sara Fields was a 
lifelong philanthropist, 
businesswoman and 
teacher. She was also 
known as a fabulous 
writer, eloquent speak-
er, and an amazing 
storyteller. Sara owned 
a beauty salon to solely 

encourage young people of color to appreciate 
their beauty.
 Throughout her life, Ms. Fields helped to 
further multiple young, African American ladies’ 
education by paying for their college tuition. 
Adopted at 2 years old, Sara never knew any bio-
logical family members. After she was married, 
Sara and her husband adopted a little girl. 
 In 2019, Christian City chose Sara as their 
Second Wind Dream recipient. This awarded her 
the opportunity to visit the National Museum of 
African American History and Culture. Here Sara 
was able to celebrate her people’s awesomeness, 
and to feel more connected to her roots.
 When Ms. Fields passed away in 2020 at the 
age of 100, she left a legacy of love and 
education. She devoted her life to furthering 
the agenda of developing strong, respectful, 
educated people of color. This is a legacy that 
will live on in the lives of everyone who knew her.

JUDGE 
ALBERT W. THOMPSON 
(Grandfather of Partner Tiffany Alvarez, 
Strength Training Coordinator)

 One of the “giants” of 
this community, Judge 
Albert W. Thompson was 
a groundbreaker in 
desegregation and a role 
model, mentor, and
inspiration for many in 
civic life and public 
service.
 Born in 1922, he 

received his undergraduate degree from Savannah 
State College and his law degree from Howard 
University School of Law. In 1951, he became the first 
black person admitted to the bar in Columbus, GA. 
In 1965, he became the first black person elected to 
public office in Muscogee County and one of the
first to desegregate the Georgia House of 
Representatives. He served for seven terms, and 
his appointment as chair of the Special Judiciary 
Committee chairman of the General Assembly 
made him the House’s first black committee 
chairman. In 1980, he was appointed a Superior 
Court Judge, marking another racial first. 
 He retired in 1991, as an Administrative Law 
Judge with the State Board of Worker’s Compen-
sation. Apart from these professional activities, he 
distinguished himself in community service through 
leadership in the Civil Rights Movement and 
volunteered his time to numerous service 
organizations. His death in 2004 did not diminish 
the influence that his life continues to have on untold 
numbers of people today, but especially on his family, 
who also seek to follow in his legacy of service.
 The Judge Albert W. Thompson, Sr. Scholarship 
Fund was established in late 2005 by family, 
friends, and colleagues of Judge Thompson to 
honor his many contributions to our community. 
The Thompson Scholarship Fund awards two 
scholarships to college students with a connection to 
Georgia who are entering or currently enrolled in law 
school and are committed to practicing nonprofit law 
or another type of public service law.

BILL ROBINSON
(Anne Josey, Director of Major Gifts)

      This is the personal 
family accounts from 
Anne Josey on how her 
family contributed to 
the success of an African 
American film celebrity. 
     Mr. Bill Robinson, 
nicknamed Bojangles, 
born Luther Robinson on 
May	25,	1878,	was	an	
African American tap 
dancer, actor, and singer. 

He was best known and the most highly paid African 
American entertainer during the first half of the 20th 
century. He is best known today for his dancing with 
Shirley	Temple	in	a	series	of	films	during	the	1930s,	
and for starring in the musical Stormy Weather	in	1943.	
 Anne’s family, the Pitts, played a major role in 
helping Bill early in his career. Her grandfather, Judge 
Albert Taylor Pitt was one of Bill’s dearest friends. 
Bill Robinson began his career dancing for pennies 
on the street corner of Richmond, Virginia, at an 
early age. This attempt to showcase his talent 
unfortunately got him arrested. Judge Pitt decided to 
lend this young talent a hand and made him a ward 
of the state. This allowed Judge Pitt to offer Bill a 
place to live on the family’s grounds until he 
eventually made it to Hollywood. Bill Robinson died 
on November 25, 1949 remembered for his great 
talents, and for using his popularity to challenge 
and overcome numerous racial barriers.
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u Starting February 1 • Movie Rentals
 “A	Raisin	in	the	Sun”		•		“Black	Panther”		•		“Hidden	Figures”
	 “42”		•		“Harriett”		•		“Marshall”			•			“Just	Mercy”
	 Call	Tyler	Wright	to	check	out	movies	•	770-703-2730

u February 5 • Video Biographies
 Explore videos weekly to celebrate some historic achievements from
  individuals in our community.  View via Christiancity.org/seniorwellness.

u February 19 and 26 • Concert @ 2pm
 Sparks	Inn	Front	Parking	Lot		•		Come	out	and	enjoy	the	
 musical stylings of Muzeel Fairly and Slater Jackson.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH
EVENTS SCHEDULE FOR ACTIVE

SENIOR LIVING RESIDENTS

February 1 • The Black Family Museum
Location: Auditorium  •  We will show videos of our Christian City Spotlight Black 
History Figures. These stories are from our staff, residents and their families’ amazing 
contributions to black history. 

February 12 • Puppy  Love Day
Location: Outside behind ALF & John Sparks Manor  •  In honor of  Valentine’s Day,
Coco’s Cupboard will be on campus with their puppies to spread a little puppy love. 

February 8, 15, 22 • Online Concert Series • 10am
Location: Auditorium  •  Each Monday we will show an online concert honoring African
 American inspired music and Negro Spirituals. (The concerts will also be available on 
Channel 21 and Christian City’s Senior Wellness page).

February 3, 10, 17, 24 • Movie Day Wednesdays  •  10am
Location: Auditorium  •  Each Wednesday we will show a movie that celebrates 
African American history: A Raisin in the Sun, Black Panther, Hidden Figures, 42.

February 19 and 26 • Black History Outdoor Concert
Location: Outside SNF Parking lot  •  We will enjoy traditional African American music 
from musicians Slater Jackson and Muzeel Fairly.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH
EVENTS SCHEDULE FOR ASSISTED LIVING

AND SKILLED NURSING FACILITY RESIDENTS
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In Remembrance

Our hearts are always heavy with the loss of our residents - who are also our friends. 
When you see those listed together who passed during a specific timeframe, 

it is sometimes unexpected to see the amount of loss we have experienced.
At our next Remembrance Service, as yet unscheduled,

we will be remembering the following persons:

Phyllis Aaron
Martha Adams

Mary Aguiar
Ron Brown

Betty Bryson
Wanda Burns

Emma Carpenter
Oneita Carr

Esther Cooper
Gary Davis
Karin Davis
Janet DeFord

Anne Deslaurier
Judson Dinkins

Ruby Dobbs
Allie Ruth Dorsey

Marcia Dupree
Ralph Edwards

Kathleen Eidson
Sara Fields

Wilson Flemister
Raymond Geter

William Grist
Dayle Grose

Walter Hasenfus
Corene Heard

Robert Horsefield
Carolyn Jackson
Wendy Johnson
Doris McCain
Ruby Mickles

Sarah Middlebrooks
Barbara Jean Mitchell

Richard Mobley
Philip Morris
Helen Nobles

Marilyn Oliver
Agnes Renner

Barbara Riggins
Mary Safrit

James Santel
Lawrence Schwartz

Robert Sims
Evelyn Smith
Velma Smith
Gail Sorrow
John Sorrow

John Sparks, Jr.
Margaret Speir

Tommy Stephens
Howard Sullivan
Dolores Tillman

Jim Truluck
Gwendolyn Walker

Glenn Walton
Clarence Weston

Dorothy Williams
Joyce Williamson

Lamar Wood
Eleanor Zentkovich
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The Chaplain’s Corner
Have you ever had a time in your 
life when your faith was tested to 
the point that you even questioned 
whether or not you really believed 
and trusted God? Such times tend 
to be viewed as a weakness of faith. 
Yet, I don’t find in the pages of 
Scripture condemnation for 
questioning in times of severe crisis. 
What I do see are great men and 
women of faith who, when enduring 
extreme trial, struggled to hold onto 
their convictions as circumstances 
tested them. These times were the 
crucible in which their lives and their 
faith were refined and strengthened.

Remember the promise God gave 
Gideon and the events shortly 
thereafter:		The	Lord	called	Gideon	
to conquer the Midianites and 
promised that he would have vic-
tory over them as if they were just 
one man. Gideon asked the Lord for 
signs and committed himself to God’s 
promise, knowing that God would 
lead	an	army	of	32,000	to	certain	

victory. Gideon 
could readily 
accept God’s 
promise in the 
security of such 
a force. But then the Lord reduced 
that	large	army	down	to	only	300	
men. Was the battle now between 
only	300	men	and	a	large	powerful	
Midianite army or was it the battle of 
victory that God had already 
promised? Gideon, no doubt, 
struggled greatly with the severe 
difference in numbers, but he heard 
again God’s promise that victory 
would not be his, but God’s – and so 
it was!

Periods of trial don’t crush the faith 
of the believer. They can indeed 
strengthen the person of faith and 
deepen his/her dependence on God. 
How blessed are we who put our lives 
in the hands of the One who loves 
us – He who is greater than all that 
we face!
  Love,
  Carl

Carl Ryden, Chaplain and Spiritual Care Officer, may be reached
at 770-703-2670 or carlr@pruitthealth.com.


