
     
      
     

Count Me In Campaign Drive-in Movie Night

December 2020, Senior Living Newsletter

www.christiancity.org

A heartfelt thank you to all who supported and participated in our 2020 Count Me In fundraiser. With your 
assistance, we raised over $16,000. What a blessing, and the drive-in movie was such fun! It was the perfect 
opportunity to come together as a family and watch an 
oldie but goodie, Harvey. This year’s Count Me In 
supported the refurbishment of the Children & 
Family Program’s training room at the Children’s 
Village by providing a much-needed facelift to the 
training area regularly used for meetings with 
children, staff, and state officials. Again, thank 
you, Christian City, for another successful year!
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Graceland Thrift Store 
We would like to thank everyone who came out to our annual fall festival.

Thank you for your continued support of Graceland. 

Our amazing Christmas Shoppe will be open on Thursdays and Saturdays from 10am to 3pm, 
and donations are accepted Tuesday-Saturday from 9:30am - 1:30pm.

Graceland will be closed on Christmas Eve, December 24, Christmas Day, December 25, and 
Saturday, December 26th.

We will reopen on Tuesday, December 29th.

Graceland will be open on New Year’s Eve, December 31, 
from 9:30am to 2pm, but we will be closed on 
New Year’s Day, January 1, and on Saturday, January 2.

We will reopen on Tuesday, January 5.

We hope everyone has a safe and wonderful holiday season.

7425 Red Oak Road  •  Union City, GA 30291  •  770-629-7718 
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Attention All Christian City Volunteers
You’re Invited to

The Volunteer Appreciation Winter Wonderland

Due to COVID 19 we were unable to host our annual Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon.
We could not end the year without thanking you for all of your hard work!

Drop by our winter wonderland for a few special treats
and a lot of socially distanced thanks. Don’t forget to wear your mask.

Dec. 14th, 2020  |  2:00 pm - 4:00 pm  |  Recreation Center

Please feel free to stop by anytime from 2pm to 4pm.  This will be a walk-through event; 
no more than 10 people will be allowed inside the building at a time. 

If you have any questions, contact Volunteer Coordinator Janetta Knighton at 770-703-2701.

See you there!



Who can add to Christmas?
The perfect motive is that
God so loved the world.
The perfect gift is that 
He gave His only Son.

The only requirement is to 
believe in Him. The reward of faith

is that you shall have
everlasting life.

- Corrie Ten Boom

There has been only one Christmas - 
the rest are anniversaries. 

- W.J. Cameron
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ChooseJoy
This year is one like no other.  Despite all the hardships and challenges related to the pandemic, Christian City 
continues to be blessed by people who choose to provide support for those served by Christian City.  
I have noticed that some people tend to choose joy in all circumstances.  What a blessing!

This year, a gift from our fundraising department to you is this gathering of precious quotes about the sea-
son.  I hope they bring a moment of joy to you during this time.
           God bless you,  
 
           LaVann Landrum, 
             Chief Development Officer
             llandrum@christiancity.org
             770 703-2632

Our hearts grow
tender with childhood memories 
and love of kindred, and we are 
better throughout the year for 

having, in spirit, become a child 
again at Christmastime. 

- Laura Ingalls Wilder

God bless us,
every one!

- A Christmas
Carol 

It is Christmas
every time you let God

love others through you...
yes, it is Christmas every time 

you smile at your brother
and offer him

your hand.
- Mother

Teresa

Christmas may be 
a day of feasting, or 

of prayer, but always it will be 
a day of remembrance—a day 

in which we think of everything 
we have ever loved” 

- Augusta E. 
Randel

I heard the bells
on Christmas Day
Their old familiar
carols play 
And wild and sweet, 
the words repeat 
Of peace on earth
 good-will to men. 
- Henry Wadsworth 
       Longfellow

Peace on earth will come 
to stay, When we live
 Christmas every day. 

– Helen Steiner Rice

Christmas is not a time
nor a season, but a state of mind.

To cherish peace and goodwill,
to be plenteous in mercy,

is to have the real
spirit of Christmas. 

- Calvin Coolidge

Christmas is doing
a little something extra 

for someone. 
- Charles M. Schulz

What is Christmas? 
It is tenderness for 

the past, courage for 
the present, hope for 

the future.
- Agnes M. Pahro

Gifts of time
and love are surely 

the basic ingredients 
of a truly merry 

Christmas.
- Peg Bracken

Christmas is
a tonic for our souls.
It moves us to think 

of others rather than 
of ourselves. It directs 

our thoughts 
to giving. 

- B.C. Forbes

Christmas, my child, is love in action. – Dale Evans Christmas is a season not only of rejoicing but of reflection. - Winston Churchill
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Angel Tree Gift Program
You are invited to become an “Angel” by participating in our 
“Angel Tree Program.”  An undecorated tree has been placed 
in the library at Dedication Hall.  We need your help to decorate 
it with angels.  Each angel represents a donation of $15.00 or 
more to be used to buy a gift for a special girl or boy.  Please 
bring your donation to the Chaplain’s Office no later than 
December 18th.  You will be given a Christmas Angel with 
your name on it to place on the tree.  The more donations 
received the prettier our tree will be, and the more our 
love and the love of Christ can be shared this 
Christmas.

The recipients of the Angel Tree are to be 
the children (twelve years old or younger) 
of our Christian City employee families 
where there is a clear financial need to 
help “Santa” put gifts under the tree.

We want to do what we can to make 
sure that our children in need have 
a Merry Christmas.  So stop by 
the Chaplain’s Office today 
and get your Angel to put on 
the “Angel Tree!” 
 
Jesus said, “Inasmuch as 
ye have done it unto one 
of the least of these my 
brethren, ye had done 
it unto me.” 
Matthew 25:40b

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays
from National Church Residences

As we enjoy the holiday season, National Church 
Residences is still anticipating plans to begin all four 
Christian City apartment building renovations in the 
first quarter of 2021. These renovations are vital in 
sustaining affordable housing for seniors for years to 
come. Leasing has already stopped in preparation for 
vacancies at each apartment community. This 
will help with relocation efforts! 
 
National Church Residences’ staff would like to wish 
all those who call Christian City home, a very Merry 
Christmas and Happy Holidays. We hope that your 
holiday season is filled with love, prosperity and 
everlasting memories. 

National Church Residences’ staff working on 
renovation preparations will continue to update 
apartment residents via written and verbal 
communication. Current apartment residents with 
questions can contact their property manager, 
Kristen Knight, Relocation Project Leader at National 
Church Residences at (614) 273-3803, or Sojourner 
Marable Grimmett, Senior Director of External 
Affairs & Strategic Partnerships at National Church 
Residences at (404) 448-3180.

Message to our Senior Residents:  
     Hello, I hope you are surviving the strangest year 
of my lifetime! I wonder if you went through other 
years like this throughout your life. I’m sorry that 
you’re missing out on time with friends and family.    
     This time has really made me appreciate the 
people I love, and I hope that your loved ones are 
feeling that way about you. Hopefully soon, we 
will all be able to spend time together again.

- Cameron Mosley



The Chaplain’s Corner
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Gee what a time it is!   If you are like 
most of us, you are trying to figure out 
what Christmas is going to be like this 
year in light of the COVID-19 virus. We 
struggle to determine what traditions 
we might still be able to have and who 
will we be able to share them with.  We 
look to Christmas this year in the midst 
of other major challenges as well – both 
societal and spiritual.  With the constant 
 changes, we find ourselves asking “what 
can we still hold onto?”  Christmas this 
year is certainly going to be different…  

The world of the first Christmas was also 
one of strife – a world of violence, cruel 
oppression, disease and poverty.  Jesus 
came into a world of challenge, 
transition and change.  There was no 
script written or specific earthly plans.  
But that first Christmas held all the 
qualities that make every Christmas the 
blessing it can be.  True and wonder-
ful qualities of love, hope, relationship, 
trust, joy....  these come not from us, but 
to us - that Almighty God, in His love, 
gave us His Son – that is what gives our 
Christmas its meaning. 

That first Christmas 
had no “practice” 
or tradition to be 
measured by. The 
wondrous miracle 
given came simply and quietly.  And so, 
it comes to us each Christmas.  It lies 
beyond a certain place, a particular 
activity – or even a relationship.  It is not 
our “traditions” that bring fulfillment 
– it is the meaning we receive in those 
traditions. Traditions are only chang-
ing forms of the real, lasting blessings 
and joys of Christmas. Forms will, and 
at times, must change. This Christmas 
can have all the meaning, joy and hope 
that has marked other days if we allow 
it.  God so loved us that He gave us his 
Son…  Yes, it will be different – but it will 
also be the same. 

Gee, what a time it is!

May the reality of God’s love in the gift 
of His Son fill you this Christmas with 
the hope and meaning that brings all 
joy!
  Love,
  Carl

Carl Ryden, Chaplain and Spiritual Care Officer, may be reached at 770-703-2670 or carlr@pruitthealth.com.


