
     
     
     
  

Christian City Assisted Living 
Serves Mother and Daughter

September 2020, Senior Living Newsletter

www.christiancity.org

Children & Family Programs staff serve 
heroically during the COVID pandemic. 
See pages 4 and 5.

Clara, Lewis and Brenda Quinn in 1946.

Clara and Brenda, 
mother and daughter, 
pictured in 1943.

Barbara (left) and Brenda in 
their parents’ backyard in East 
Point on Easter Sunday 1958. 
The sisters were 11.5 years apart.

The Quinn family in 1985. From left: 
Brenda, Clara, Lewis, and Barbara.

By Kathy Barr

     On June 21, 1987, Brenda Keheley ‘s life changed forever. Brenda worked for a dentist, taking care of the bookkeeping, 
making appointments and other tasks. While on her lunch break that day, she was involved in an automobile accident    
           that resulted in serious injuries. Brenda was diagnosed with a traumatic brain injury. She was 44 years old.
       From being an independent, self-sufficient woman, Brenda became a woman who would need 
                 assistance with many tasks of everyday life. “She had problems with word-finding skills and 
    memory,” said her sister, Barbara Fox. “She thought her children were little (they were 
     adults), that she was still married (she was divorced) and that she still lived in her 
      first home,” Barbara said.
             After the accident, Brenda moved in with her mother, Clara Quinn, 
                and she and her mom watched out for one another in their East Point 
       home for the next 20 years. Brenda’s dad, Lewis Quinn, a World 
              War II Marine and native of East Point, passed away in 1988. 
        “Daddy was stationed in the Russell Islands in the Pacific 
              during the war,” Barbara said. “He did not see Brenda 
                    until she was four years old,” she added. 
                 During World War II, Clara worked as a licensed 
          electrician at the Bell Bomber (Lockheed) plant 
           in Marietta. “She wired the wings on the B-29  
                Superfortress,” Barbara said. Eventually, Clara 
      developed age-related issues and needed  
          help, too. 
            What should the two women – one  
                 who was mentally handicapped, one  
                   dealing with the challenges of aging – 
                     do? Brenda’s mother had lived in her  
                       East Point home for 53 years and was  
           reluctant to leave. Brenda wanted to  
           stay where they were, too.

                      Story & Photos continued on page 6



Are you interested in being tested for COVID-19?
(Copied from the District 4 Public Health website)

    Effective immediately, testing is available 
to all Georgians who request it, whether 
they have symptoms or not. To see when 
your local health department is offering 
testing, please click on the Locations Tab 
and find your health department. Times 
and dates vary, depending on location. 
People should not arrive at a testing 
facility unannounced or without a 
scheduled appointment at a specimen 
collection site, hospital, emergency room 
or other health care facility. Only
 individuals who have been assigned a 
unique identification number will be 
referred to these drive-thru testing sites. 
    Together we can stop further spread of 
COVID-19 in our state and save lives. 

 Practice social distancing – keep at least 6 feet between  
 yourself and other people. 

 Wash your hands – use soap and water and scrub for at
  least 20 seconds. Use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer
 (60% alcohol) if soap and water aren’t readily available.

 Wear a mask – the Centers for Disease Control and
  Prevention (CDC) recommend the use of face masks  
 to help slow the spread of COVID-19, especially where  
 social distancing is difficult to maintain (grocery stores,  
 pharmacies, etc.), and especially in areas of significant  
 community-based transmission. 

For more information about COVID-19 please visit the following 
websites:  •  Georgia Department of Health
    •  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

For more details and to schedule an appointment, please go to:
https://www.district4health.org/covid-19-testing-for-all-individuals/

Senior Wellness
Webpage!

www.christiancity.org/seniorwellness
Have you checked out the

Senior Wellness page recently?
New content is added weekly!

Don’t have a laptop or computer to access 
the programs? Contact Tyler Garcia at 

770-703-2730 to check one out for FREE! 

Graceland Thrift Store
•  We will be closed Saturday, 
 September 5, 2020

•  Starting Tuesday September 8th, 
 we will be accepting donations on a  
 scaled-down basis. Donations will be  
 accepted Tuesday-Saturday 9:30-1:30  
 (4 hours a day only). (Subject to change  
 at any time.) Thank you for your 
 patience and understanding. 

•  Normal business 
 hours: Tuesday, 
 Thursday and 
 Saturday,
 9:30am-4:00pm. 
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Renovation Update 
for Apartment Residents
You may have heard the wonderful news that 
National Church Residences has a potential 
purchase agreement of Larry Moore Manor, John 
Sparks Manor, Gene Miller Manor and Garden 
Terrace apartments. Following this purchase, 
National Church Residences plans to begin all 
four building renovations in early 2021. These 
renovations are vital in sustaining affordable 
housing for seniors for years to come.

In an effort to prepare for renovation upgrades 
National Church Residences’ staff has scheduled a 
few additional inspections in the upcoming months 
to help finalize the scope of work for apartment 
communities. Property Managers will be alerting 
apartment residents and will provide sufficient 
notice, if inspectors need to access apartment 
residents’ units. Leasing apartments has also 
stopped in preparation for vacancies at each 
apartment community to help with relocation 
efforts.

National Church Residences’ staff working on 
renovation preparations will continue to update 
apartment residents through written and verbal 
communication. Current apartment residents with 
questions may contact their property manager, 
Kristen Knight, Relocation Project Leader at 
National Church Residences at (614) 273-3803, 
or Sojourner Marable Grimmett, Senior Director 
of External Affairs & Strategic Partnerships at 
National Church Residences at (404) 448-3180.

Every Person Can
Make a Difference

We often hear residents say, “I love living here and 
wish I could support the ministry financially, but I 
can’t always do that.”

Well, there is a way for you to contribute.  Introduce 
your pastor and your church to Christian City. 

Dan Garrett, Director of Church Relations, would 
love to speak with you and learn where you or your 
family attend church. He will contact your pastor 
and make sure your church knows all about the 
many ministries we operate, like recreation, 
chaplaincy, and Crossroads Foster and Adopt 
programs.  Dan also facilitates the sharing of 
resources that are helpful to many pastors and 
churches.

So, even if you can’t donate financially right now, 
you can still play a big part in making sure Christian 
City keeps moving forward.

You may reach Dan by email, dangarrett@
christiancity.org or by phone, 404-543-3266.

Thank you for making a difference at Christian City!

LaVann Landrum, Chief Development Officer
	 llandrum@christiancity.org		•	770	703-2632



4

 Christian City Children & Family Programs Staffed by “Superheroes” 

 During the unparalleled trials of the COVID-19 public health emergency, our Children & Family Programs 
staff is working tirelessly to continue providing our desperately needed services and ensuring that we are 
serving people. Still, we are also working to keep one another and those we serve safe. Like all superheroes, 
our Human Service Professionals, House Parents, Safe Place Advocates, Foster Parents, Adoptive Parents, 
and Program Leaders are in the background and ready to jump into action when a need arises. They make a 
real difference at Christian City and in our world.

Marlond Fyffe, Interim Executive Director
Christian City Children & Family Programs“They make a 

real difference ...”
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Gruber

 Michaela 
Guthrie 

Sarah 
Booth 
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Finlay

Kelvin 
Finlay 

Josh 
Gruber 



 Christian City Children & Family Programs Staffed by “Superheroes” 
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(Photo by Larry Regier)

 House parents have been the real MVPs for 
our Children & Family Programs since the start of 
COVID. They have taken on teaching, parenting, 
quarantining, additional protocols, and procedures 
seamlessly as they continue to love and serve our 
residential children and families. 

Sarah Booth, Program Executive
Children’s Village Residential Program

Safe Place Runaway & Homeless Youth Program
Thrive Graduate Transition Program

 I am so thankful to work with a team who cares 
deeply about the needs of the foster and adoptive 
families that we serve, and who go above and 
beyond to support them during this pandemic!

Michaela Guthrie, Program Executive
Crossroads Foster Care & Adoption Program

Bianca 
Arnold

 Diana 
Teegarden 

Seth
Teegarden 

Josh Ellig 
(in front)

Marlond
Fyffe
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Thompson

Colleen 
Ellig

Amelia 
Johns-Riley



Brenda Keheley, 1991.
Brenda with her children 
and sister in 1985. From left: 
Jack Keheley (son), Barbara, 
Brenda, and Sherrie Keheley 
Boylan (daughter).

Continued from Cover:
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Brenda holds her 
first grandchild,

Loren Keheley, 
in 1992.

Brenda 
Keheley 

attends a 
Christian 

City event in 
the 

auditorium 
in 2013. 
(Photo by 

Larry Regier)

Brenda in her Assisted Living 
apartment in 2015.

Brenda’s painting is displayed in 
Christian City’s Resident Art Show in 2017.

     
Barbara had an idea that her mom and sister were
 willing to try. She asked them to give Christian City 
Assisted Living a six-month trial. If they didn’t like it, 
they could move back home. They knew about 
Christian City because their aunt, Marjorie Morris, was 
one of the first residents of Autumn Place, one of the 
active senior living neighborhoods at Christian City. 
“Aunt Marjorie lived in her Autumn Place patio home 
until she was 99 years old,” Barbara said.
     In 2007, Clara and Brenda moved to Christian City 
Assisted Living Center and found the care they needed. 
There was never any talk about going back home. Mom 
and daughter had found a new home, and they happily 
still looked out for one another in their 2-room suite.
     When Brenda and Barbara’s mom passed away in 
2012, Barbara wondered whether her sister would want 
to move to a new place. “Brenda said absolutely not – 
she loves her life at Christian City,” Barbara said. 
     Caregivers clean her room, bring her food, help her 
shower, and remind her when she needs to change her 
outfits. With their assistance, she plays Bingo, enjoys 
jigsaw puzzles and does Word Search. 
     Debra Stegall, Assisted Living Memory Care 
Manager, motivates her staff to give their best. “When 
you are caring for a resident, treat them as if they are 
your family member,” Stegall says to her staff.
     “Brenda always has a smile; she’s always happy. And 
she likes to dance,” Debra said. “She is cooperative and 

enjoys being here.” Brenda often tells Debra that she 
loves her. “And I love her, too,” Debra said emphatically.
     Barbara said she knows Debra takes her job 
seriously, and that her sister is receiving excellent care. 
“Debra loves the people and their families,” Barbara 
said. “I have overheard Debra’s instructions to staff, 
and I believe that is why they take such good care of the 
residents on the second floor.”
     “They call with updates on how Brenda is doing,” 
Barbara said. “The residents at Christian City Assisted 
Living feel loved, cared for and safe. The facility is clean, 
and I have peace of mind.” Brenda’s children, Sherrie 
Keheley Boylan and Jack Keheley, are also impressed 
with their Mom’s care. “They treat Mom and us like 
family,” they said. “The staff makes Mom feel loved and 
safe. They lift her self-esteem.” 
     According to Barbara, her sister has always had a 
giving heart and loves to help people. Therefore, she is 
not surprised that Brenda also wants to help her 
Assisted Living neighbors and continues to serve others. 
Her caregivers know it’s important to let Brenda use her 
abilities. “She wheels people back to their rooms after 
activities,” said Barbara. 
     When Clara passed away, and Barbara was cleaning 

out their house, she found a box in the attic with 
every letter and card her Dad had written to her 
Mom when he was stationed in the Pacific. “Bren-
da and I were blessed to have wonderful parents 
who taught us about living right, doing our best, 
treating others like we would want to be treated, 
and working hard,” Barbara said.
  Can someone with a brain injury know God? 
With Brenda, the answer is “yes.” Barbara says her 
sister knows about the Lord’s love for her. “God’s 
been good to me,” Brenda says with a smile.
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Show and Tell at
John Sparks Manor

SWCC event
at Larry Moore Manor

In Celebration of National Senior Citizens’ Day
Active Senior Living residents were treated to a mobile Ice Cream Golf Cart in 
honor of National Senior Citizen Day on Aug. 21. Residents enjoyed (socially
 distanced) time with their neighbors and a free sweet treat! For all you have 
done and achieved for the good of your community, you deserve our thanks!

On Friday, August 14, residents from Larry Moore 
Manor (LMM) and John Sparks Manor enjoyed 
songs and exercise in the courtyard at LMM. This 
impromptu gathering was arranged by Shelley Mann 
and team from Southwest Christian Care (SWCC). 
Despite the social distancing and some raindrops, 
the residents enjoyed limbering up to tunes of 
“Amazing Grace” and “Daybreak.” Christian City is 
thankful to SWCC for the programs and support 
that they offer to the seniors.

Desiree Wilburg, John Sparks Manor (JSM) 
resident, said she “found unexpected solace and 
calm in drawing during the COVID-19 lockdown.” 
Her artwork, as well as the artwork by Lindsay 
Carpenter, was displayed in the lobby at JSM.
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 There is a story of an entomologist (bug 
expert) who went to visit his friend in New York. 
Having arrived, he and his friend went out for 
a walk on the streets of New York City. As they 
walked along, he suddenly said, “I hear a 
cricket.” His NYC friend responded that he was 
crazy, but he insisted, “No, really, I hear a 
cricket!” The friend replied, “Its twelve noon. 
There are people all around, cars are honking, 
jack hammers are jamming away…, there’s no 
way you could hear a cricket!”  Listening 
intently, he crossed the busy street and went 
down to the next corner. Just around the store-
front he found a bush in a large cement planter. 
He dug beneath the leaves and found a cricket!

The friend was understandably astounded with 
his hearing, but the entomologist said, “No, 
my hearing is no more sensitive than others. It 
simply depends on what you are listening for.” 
He then reached into his pocket and pulled out 
a handful of coins – leaning over he dropped 
them to the concrete.  Every head around them 
turned right away. “You see what I mean?” the 
entomologist said as he began to pick up his 
coins – “It all depends on what you are listening 
for.”  

There is a lot of noise going on out there right 
now.  Loud noises that are shouting at us; 
distracting us; influencing us.  As those who 
love God, we carry a responsibility for what we 
listen to, and so also what we ought to resist 
listening to.  We must measure with God’s 

standards where we incline 
our ears and what we allow 
to shape our views, our 
positions and our actions.  
There are times when it is 
hard to discern the right influence, but try we 
must.  We want to see with God’s eyes and hear 
what he has to say in this time of so much noise.  
We will be influenced by the messages around 
us – it is a question of which ones we decide to 
listen to.  There are times when it is easier, and 
even more agreeable to do otherwise.  

The prophet Elijah listened for God’s voice in the 
maelstrom of a mighty wind – but God’s voice 
was not there.  He listened for God’s voice in the 
thunder of an earthquake, but God’s voice was 
not there.  After the earthquake came a fire; but 
again, God’s voice was not in the fire.  After it 
all, Elijah heard a gentle whisper – the voice of 
God.  It took determination and struggle, but he 
found God’s message for him.  And so it must be 
for us.  

 “My son, if you…turn your ear to wisdom and 
apply your heart to understanding…then you 
will understand…” Proverbs 2:2ff                                                       
   

Carl

Carl Ryden, Chaplain and Spiritual Care Officer, 
may	be	reached	at	770-703-2670	

or carlr@pruitthealth.com.

The Chaplain’s Corner

O Please Mark Your Calendar O 
Remembrance Services for our residents who have passed this year will be held 

on September 15 and September 17, 2020, tentatively, at the Children’s Village Pavilion. 
Reservations will be required. More details to follow.


