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 While our clinical staff has received much deserved attention recently as they serve on the front line during the 
pandemic, health care workers will be the first to say that every link in the chain is essential in fully caring for our 
residents. Before the pandemic occurred, staff from support areas such as Life Enrichment, Dietary, Housekeeping, 
Maintenance, Reception, Campus Patrol, Clerical Staff and Spiritual Care already had very full jobs. However, 
COVID-19 has presented our non-clinical staff with many unique challenges. Without warning, the coronavirus has 
made their jobs even more full. Since they are often performing their work quietly behind the scenes, we want to shine 
the spotlight on these staff members, our unsung heroes. 
 Even though their jobs do not include direct health care for our cherished residents, these heroes serve very important 
roles at Christian City in keeping everyone safe, fed, active and feeling loved. Many of these unsung heroes have had 
added responsibilities that are not included in their regular job descriptions. Their selfless attitudes, hard work and 
dedication through these difficult times is what makes them our unsung heroes. 
 On behalf of all residents and staff at Christian City, thank you for all that you do!  [Please turn to pages 4 and 5  for 
more photos of our Unsung Heroes.]  

Our housekeeping staff has certainly gone above 
and beyond the call of duty during the pandemic 
in the effort to keep all residents safe and healthy.  
Pictured above are (from left): Vanessa Yarbrough, 
Juana Williams, and Sharon Griffin.

We are grateful for our team of receptionists who manage all phone calls and the reception desk in Dedication Hall. 
Pictured above (from left) are: Rubye Wilkerson, MetLissa Armstrong, Debra Olateru, and Lori Carder.

(Photos by Larry Regier)
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We will not
be taking 

donations until
further notice.

Graceland Thrift Store is open 
for normal business hours. 

Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday
9:30am-4:00pm.

People’s Club 
is now available online! 

New guests are added weekly. 
Upcoming guests include: 
•	 Pianist	Judy	Crumley
•	 Mayor	Vince	Williams
•	 The	Coleman	Family
•	 and	more!

Check out the 
Senior	Wellness	webpage	
for access to these programs! 

www.christiancity.org/seniorwellness

My Top Ten List of 
What I am Learning 
from the Pandemic

1. It is possible to get my job done 
 remotely.

2. Creativity is greater when we face 
 problems.

3. I’m not too old to learn new 
 technologies, like Zoom and 
 Microsoft Teams.

4. Even when times are difficult, people  
 still reach out to help one another  
 and Christian City.

5. Pandemic prevents neither prayer 
 nor worship.

6. Maybe I can slow my pace of life 
 after all.

7. God is in control.  Praise God!

8. Children still need loving homes.

9. Generosity abounds.

10. Times I can spend with others are 
 the very best times.

I’m praying we can safely be more together 
sooner.  But until then – wear your mask 
– keep your distance – check up on one 
another.  Know that while we may not be 
in the office as much, our fundraising team 
remains hard at work to find the funds 
necessary to achieve Christian City’s goals.

LaVann Landrum,
Chief Development Officer

  llandrum@christiancity.org 
770 703-2632

Apartment Residents Attend Town Hall Meeting
Christian City and National Church Residences held three 
town hall meeting sessions in July at the Children’s Village 
pavilion. With social distancing guidelines observed and masks 
required, more than 150 apartment residents attended the 
meetings to hear more about the anticipated partnership plans 
presently underway. The town hall program, which included 
a question and answer session, was presented by Christian 
City’s CEO and representatives from National Church 
Residences’ Atlanta regional office. Apartment residents who 
did not attend one of the town hall meetings may request 
meeting handouts from their community manager or service 
coordinator. FAQ sheets and direct contact information for the 
relocation project leader were included in the handouts.

(Photos by Larry Regier)

Marlond Fyffe Named 
Interim Executive 
Director of Children 
& Family Programs
 Marlond Fyffe has been named Interim 
Executive Director of Christian City Children 
& Family Programs. In his new role, Fyffe will provide strategic vision and 
direction for the Children’s Village Residential Program, Crossroads Foster 
Care & Adoption Program, Safe Place Runaway & Homeless Youth 
Program and Thrive Graduate Transition Program at Christian City.
 “I am pleased to promote Marlond Fyffe to Interim Executive Director 
of our Children & Family Programs,” said Keith Horton, President & CEO of 
Christian City, Inc. “Marlond’s experience and his passion for at-risk youth 
have prepared him to successfully lead our Children & Family Programs. 
His demonstrated commitment to our mission to extend Christ’s call to 
love your neighbor through housing, health care, and crisis intervention for 
children, families, and older adults has positioned Marlond well to direct 
the strategic vision for our Children & Family Programs.”
 Fyffe has served in various positions at Christian City over the last 17 
years, most recently as Quality Assurance Specialist where he was 
responsible for developing, implementing and maintaining the quality of 
services provided by Children & Family Programs. Previously he served 
hundreds of youth as House Parent, Team Lead, and Crisis Manager at 
the Children’s Village Residential Program. As a college student in 2003, 
Fyffe joined Graceland Thrift Store, a retail store located on the 500-acre 
Christian City campus that supports Children & Family Programs through 
sales profits. In his new role, Fyffe is tasked with leading and implementing 
initiatives to enhance and expand Children & Family Programs.
 “I am excited to have the opportunity to serve as a leader within an 
organization that extends Christ’s call to love our neighbors,” Fyffe said. 
“My personal mission in life is to serve God’s purpose in my generation by 
being an instrument of hope, a conduit of love, a voice to the voiceless, and 
become the kind of leader my children desire to emulate. I am so grateful 
to serve at an organization where there is no conflict in my mission and the 
corporate mission. When this type of synergy and purpose is present, God 
allows us to bloom where He has planted us.”
 As a 20-year not-for-profit specialist, Fyffe lives with a passion for ex-
cellence and a desire to leave the world a little better than the way he found 
it. He believes service excellence is revealed in our language, the questions 
we ask, the people we surround ourselves with and the way we interact with 
the most vulnerable populations. More than passion, Fyffe is compelled to 
lead individuals and organizations to live at their highest and best. 
 Fyffe sums up his philosophy on service in the following passage from 
Dr. King’s 1968 “The Drum Major Instinct” sermon: “Everybody can be 
great, because everybody can serve. You don’t have to have a college 
degree to serve. You don’t have to make your subject and your verb agree 
to serve. You don’t have to know about Plato and Aristotle to serve. You 
don’t have to know Einstein’s theory of relativity to serve. You don’t have 
to know the second theory of thermodynamics in physics to serve. You only 
need a heart full of grace, a soul generated by love.”
 Fyffe graduated from Point University with a BS degree in Human 
Relations. His wife is his best friend, and together they are the parents of 
two children.
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 “They are a great team and they never complain. Even 
when they are tired, feet are hurting, and it seems they 
cannot go on, they continue to work and always smile. 
They have the most caring hearts I have ever witnessed. 
They always show love and respect. These are my heroes!”

– Mary Price, LPN Administrative Support

 “I am grateful for life. I am grateful 
for kindness – both the kindness shown to 
me and the kindness I can show to others. 
I appreciate the smiles on the faces of people coming in my 
room and am very thankful for the chance to talk to my 
family and friends on the video chats.”

– Sarah Spurlock, Christian City 
Skilled Nursing & Rehab Resident  

  
 “We have sheltered-in-place here at Christian City in 
Sparks Inn since middle of March. That is 4 long months. 
All activities in Assisted Living have ceased. We eat all our 
meals in our rooms. No visitors are allowed, not even 
family. This all sounds harsh, but it is 
for our protection.
 I want you to know that I consider 
myself blessed to be here at Christian 
City. They take good care of me. 
The day is coming when I will be out 
among my family and friends. That will be special.  But 
until that day, I am grateful for everyone being so friendly 
and kind – it makes it bearable being sheltered-in-place. 

 “I am blessed to be here. The people here are the 
best, nothing but kind. We have to be thankful because 
this time called life is very short. I am so fortunate and 
couldn’t be in a better place. My husband of fifty years 
just passed and it has been like losing an arm. Everyone 
here is supportive and helping me through this with so 

much love. That’s all God wants from 
us and many people in the world are 
failing. No matter what, I want to love 
everybody and am grateful for meeting  

     so many nice people.”
 – Sylvia Black, Christian City

Skilled Nursing &
Rehab Resident

They know it’s a hardship for us and can’t be helped. 
 The entire staff here has a tremendous job to do. They 
are so willing to help, so nice. They bring things to me, are 
willing to make changes to meals, and I have nothing but 

good things to say about the staff who 
serve them. I am thankful for the 
provision of pre-filled communion 
cups. I am homesick for heaven.
 Until the day the Lord returns and 
takes us home to be with Him, let’s 

stay faithful, stay safe, in this one. Now…….if I could just 
get a haircut!!”

– Max Smith, Christian City Assisted Living Resident

“They take good care
of me . . . They are so

willing to help, so nice.”
“They have the

most caring hearts ...”
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Residents Enjoy Annual Independence Day
Golf Cart Parade on July 4th

Our annual July 4th celebration looked a little different this year, but participation remained strong. Many active 
senior residents and several staff members participated in the parade by patriotically decorating their golf carts. 
Other residents observed the parade from their apartment balconies and driveways while wearing their masks! 
Enjoy this sampling of photos and see more in the website photo gallery at christiancity.org/photo-galleries.

(Photos by Larry Regier)
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25 gently-used laptops were recently 
donated by Youth Villages for our Campus 

Recreation and Children & Family 
Programs to use. If you would like to check 

out one of these laptops (for free!),
to access the online programming, please 
contact Tyler Garcia at 770-703-2730.
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We tend to 
remember some 
stories we hear 
more than 
others – they 

touch us in special ways. That is 
certainly true regarding the events and 
parables of Jesus – we each have 
certain teachings and life experiences 
of Jesus that touch us more markedly.  
Of these, no event has made more of 
an impression on us than when Jesus 
spoke to the officials who were ready 
to stone to death a woman caught in 
adultery.

I think the reason this particular story 
stays vivid in our hearts is that we 
identify with the characters of the event 
itself. In this event we may be drawn to 
the woman: we all have felt the shame 
of sin and known its consequences. 
We also have known grace, which 
redeems us from the consequences of 
our actions.

If we are honest, we also can identify 
with the “righteous anger” of those 
who held stones in their hands, at the 
ready to be hurled in judgment. What 
was it that inspired their anger so? 
Perhaps it had more to do with the 
issues in their own lives than it did of 
the life (and sin) of this woman. How 
we see ourselves often motivates our 
judgment of others.

Recently, a good friend shared with 
me the observation that, where we 
throw stones of “righteous” 
judgment at others, we don’t hit sin; 
we hit people. The issue is not just the 
guilt of another – the larger issue here 
is who is just to bring that judgment?

Jesus, who stood in this position to 
render righteous judgment, did not 
overlook the sin, but judged with 
grace. This grace did not imply 
approval of sinful action, but rather 
demonstrated the depth of His love 
for those who, as sinners, seek to 
“sin no more.”

The more we grow in our faith, the 
more we come to realize that we are 
called to focus on our own living of 
what we know to be God’s will for 
our lives, and not so much on passing 
judgment on others. 

Grace is the most precious of gifts – 
for all.

                                                        Carl

Carl Ryden, Chaplain and
Spiritual Care Officer, may be 

reached at 770-703-2670 
or carlr@pruitthealth.com.

The Chaplain’s Corner


