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Masthead photo above 

Christian City residents 
and veterans, (from left) 
Jack Baker, Donald 
Reese and Richard  
Waldrop, share memo-
ries at 2015 Veterans 
Day program.  
(Photo by Larry Regier) 

To receive Party Line 
by email, send your 
request to Elena at  
eraynor@christian-
city.org 

Honoring the Veterans who 

call Christian City home 
 A small sampling of the 95+ veterans who live at Christian City 
reveals the diversity among the brave men and women who chose 
to serve their country in the United States Military in the ‘40s, ‘50s 
and ‘60s. While the paths of their lives and their military service 
differ, these veterans share a common thread in their choice to live 
in retirement at Christian City. They are a blessing to our communi-
ty, and we salute them every day, but especially on Veterans Day. 
 Four Christian City residents were interviewed for this tribute 
article. They were raised in Illinois, South Carolina, New York and 
Atlanta. They served in the Army, Navy and Air Force during World 
War II and the Vietnam War. One served two tours in Vietnam 
while another was on the maiden voyage of the U. S. Navy’s first 
nuclear light cruiser off the coast of Vietnam. One was trained as 
an aircraft mechanic while another worked with a Princeton Uni-
versity physicist to develop a radar bombing camera system for the 
B-29 bomber. 
 Jack Baker, son and grandson of ordained Methodist ministers, 
was born in Missouri and raised primarily in Illinois. After high 
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Resident  
Reminders 

1) Residents are  
reminded not to 
give out tele-
phone and other 
contact details 
of fellow resi-
dents to insur-
ance solicitors 
and others. 

2) Effective imme-
diately, only 
Christian City 
residents may 
use Christian 
City transporta-
tion services. 

 Sat., Nov. 12—Sock Shoppe, Griffin. Pickups start at 10am. 

 Tues., Nov. 15—Dekalb Farmers Market. Bus only. Pickups 

will start at 9am. 

 Sat., Nov. 19—Broadway Diner (Fayetteville). Pickups start 

at 11am. 

 Tues., Nov. 29—Southside Theater. Pickups start 6:30pm. 

 Sat., Dec 3—Spelman-Morehouse Christmas Concert.  

More details to follow. 

 Tues., Dec 6—Holiday Light Spectacular—Atlanta Motor 

Speedway. Pickups start at 5pm. 

Space is limited and reservations are required for all of the 

above activities. Call Elena at 770-703-2614. (See Transportation 

Schedule for further listings. Schedule is subject to change.) 

ELECTION DAY is November 8. Voting will take place at the Welcome Center from 
7am to 7pm. Christian City transportation will be available from 9am to 4pm. 

Fun on Campus 

Fun off Campus 

 People’s Club every Thurs. at 3pm, Sparks Inn Auditorium 

Nov 3  Holocaust survivor, Gisela Mann 

Nov 10 Mr. Bill of Fayetteville 

Nov 17 From London, England—Lewis Ecker 

Nov 24 No People’s Club program (Thanksgiving Day) 

 Birthday Celebration, 3rd Monday of the month, Sparks 

Inn—all residents welcome to attend. Starts at 7pm. 

 Swimming Classes held weekdays. For class times and 

availability, call Nicole Rogers 770-703-2674. 
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school graduation, he attended The University of Tennessee for one year before decid-
ing to enlist in the Air Force in 1956, serving four years at Craig Air Force Base in Ala-
bama. His training as a jet aircraft mechanic led to a 31-year career at Delta.  
 Jack and his wife, Sara, have lived at Autumn Place at Christian City for 13 years. 
They celebrated their 57th wedding anniversary this year. The Bakers have a daughter, 
son and two grandchildren, and they lived in a large home in Riverdale for 38 years be-
fore moving to Christian City.  “We did our kids a favor,” Jack said. “They won’t have to 
worry about what to do with our house!”  
 Volunteering is important to the couple. Jack serves as the chaplain for both the 
American Legion Post 50 in Peachtree City and with the Sons of the American Revolu-
tion. On campus, both he and Sara volunteer around the campus where needed. 
Whether it’s stuffing envelopes for a mailing or baking desserts for the Chair-ity fund-
raiser, the volunteer duo is dedicated to serv-
ing in the community they call home. 
“Christian City is a practical place to be in 
retirement,” Jack says. “People here are so 
good about looking out for one another.” 
When asked what advice he has for oth-
ers, Jack said, “Be satisfied with who you 
are and where you are.” 
 Donald Reese, Army Veteran and John Sparks Manor resident, agrees. After moving 
to Christian City from downtown Atlanta, Don is enjoying a slower pace and the peace-
ful environment here. “God gave me this time, and I’m going to enjoy it,” he says. Don 
likes to spend time outdoors sitting under the shade trees with a good book or 
chatting with neighbors. “I try to help those that are less fortunate than myself,” he 
says. Growing up in Atlanta, Don attended Booker T. Washington High, followed by two 
years at Morehouse College before enlisting in the Army. “Morehouse was good, but I 
needed more,” he said. 
 He enlisted in the Army, trained at Fort Benning, and served two tours in Vietnam, 
first with the 82nd Airborne Infantry Division, followed by a second tour with the 101st 
Airborne Division. He was awarded four Bronze Stars for heroism in combat. Recalling 
his combat experience in the central highlands around Cambodia and Laos, Don says, 
“There are no atheists on the battlefield. All call on God when in battle.” 
 Also a resident in John Sparks Manor, Richard Waldrop, admires Reese for his com-
bat service and agrees that Christian City is the place to be in retirement. He moved 
here two years ago. The youngest of his siblings and without children of his own, Rich-
ard looked for a place where he would be well taken care of for the remainder of his 
life. “It’s the people at Christian City that make it a great place – the residents and staff 
are happy to talk to you and care about you,” he says.  
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“Christian City is a practical place 

to be in retirement. People here 

are so good about looking out 

for one another.”  - Jack Baker 



 Richard was raised in upstate South Carolina near the North Carolina border, where beau-
tiful views of the Smoky Mountains and Blue Ridge Mountains were part of everyday life. “I 
grew up in God’s country,” he says. Richard’s father died young at age 40, leaving his mother 
to raise three children. She was a career church worker, serving as youth director in several 
churches and as a Dean of Spartanburg Methodist College.  
 He attended Wofford College before enlisting in the Navy in 1962, serving in active duty 
reserves for seven years followed inactive reserves for 23 years. At Yankee Station where all 
supply ships and carriers anchored at sea just out of range of North Vietnamese fighters, 
Richard was a personnel man working in the ship’s office processing new recruits. Most 
memorable today is his experience serving on a brand new ship, the first light cruiser in the 
Navy armed with nuclear missiles launched from cannons by jet power. 
 Following his active duty service, Richard had a long career in sales. “I’m a better person 
than I’ve ever been, but I’m not there yet. I’ve been given a great life, and I want to give 
back,” he humbly states. 
 Sharing many of the same sentiments about life at Chris-
tian City is our 96-year-old resident of Hilltop Acres and 
WWII veteran, Harry Davis. Born in 1920 outside Buffalo, 
New York, Harry is quick to point out his rather unique role in 
the military. “I didn’t shoot a gun. I shot a camera,” Harry 
says.  
 His fascination with cameras and photography began dur-
ing childhood. At age 14, Harry took a picture of a lion at the 
zoo and won 1st place in a photography contest. His uncle 
gave him a box camera for Christmas and he got involved in a 
camera club at the Buffalo Museum of Science.  
 After earning a degree in photographic technology from 
Rochester Institute of Technology, Harry enlisted in the Army 
in 1943, followed by Air Force flight training in Florida. While 
stationed in Salina, Kansas, Harry was called on to work with a physicist from Princeton Uni-
versity to modify a B-29 to house seven radar scopes in the aircraft wing. He designed two 
cameras with clocks to match radar images with ground images. The cameras were in pro-
duction and used by the military for 20 years. While stationed in Saipan, Harry created a ra-
dar mosaic of Japan that was utilized by bombardiers to develop advance targets and in-
crease effectiveness of their bombs. 
 Harry moved to Atlanta in 1980 and to Christian City in 1999. His family - two daughters, 
five grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren – are scattered from coast to coast. 
“Christian City is a good location for me to live out my retirement,” Harry says. His previous 
home in Union City had a large lawn that took two days to mow. While he was not eager to 
leave his home workshop where he built furniture as a hobby, Harry does not miss the 
maintenance responsibilities of a big home. “The best thing about Christian City is not having 

to cut grass!”   
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(Photo by Larry Regier) 
Harry Davis is pictured at a recent showing of his 

photography at a shop in nearby Tyrone, GA. 
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Photos above and below: Tailgate lunch in Sparks Inn Courtyard.               Photo above: Art Class at Sparks Inn 
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Best Kept  
Secret? 

Did you know the 

resident service co-

ordinators are avail-

able to provide re-

sources to all cam-

pus residents? 

They also arrange 

for blood pressure 

screenings and 

health-related 

presentations.  

Christian City resi-

dents are welcome 

to join the screen-

ings and presenta-

tions which are usu-

ally held at one of 

the apartment 

buildings—John 

Sparks Manor, Larry 

Moore Manor, Gene 

Miller Manor or 

Garden Terrace. 

Please keep your 

eyes open for flyers 

or notices in the 

event calendar and 

take advantage of 

these opportunities 

on our campus. 

Remembrance Service 
Tuesday, November 22  3:30pm 
Sparks Inn Auditorium 
 

Percy Brackett (N&R) 

Lillian Borchardt (LMM, N&R)  

Dorothy “Dot” Breazeale (N&R) 

Weyman Cato (HT) 

Tom Davis (AP) 

Edeline Eugene (HT) 

Willie B. Fletcher (N&R) 

Francis (Frankie) Hayford (GMM) 

Margaret Johnston (N&R)  

Margaret Leverett (N&R) 

William Moyer (SI) 

Ina Scheer (SI, N&R) 

Mary Ann Smith (N&R) 

Nancy D. Summers (N&R) 

 

Newly renovated auditorium at Sparks Inn 
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What is your image of the first Thanksgiving? Most of us have a vision of tables over-
flowing with food and rosy-faced children eating all the corn-on-the-cob they can get; 
images of rather “rotund” men with double chins sitting around, swapping hunting sto-
ries. You might also have in your mind’s eye bustling pilgrim women, their faces flushed 
with cooking efforts, trying to lay out the table (or trying to get the men to actually 
help for a change!) The native Indians are there, with their regalia befitting such an oc-
casion. Even the pets are there (in my case a dog or two), napping after being well tak-
en care of by a tossed turkey leg or two. It all tends to look like a “Hallmark” card, 
doesn’t it? 

In reality, it was significantly different – the first Thanksgiving was a time of having 
needs met, but it was in the midst of just the opposite life situation. Physically, this 
“successful” harvest was just a brief reprieve from several truly horrendous years of 
persecution, trial, set back, danger, illness, starvation, cold and death. What was it that 
brought to these struggling folk a sense of “bounty?” 

When the Pilgrims gave thanks that first Thanksgiving, they did not so much celebrate 
their current momentary bounty – rather they celebrated God’s faithfulness in seeing 
them through some very difficult, austere times (much of their life). Such a Thanksgiv-
ing was not tied to the success of the moment, but was grounded in a bedrock of faith 
in God’s care that carried them through a life marked by severe challenge. 

Thanksgiving to them was not tied to the possessions of the moment – theirs was a 
thanksgiving in and through all things when spent in relationship to God and under His 
care. That first meal had very thin pilgrims, along with empty chairs of loved ones who 
didn’t make it to that day. And yet, theirs was a deeper, fuller sense of thanks – and so 
was their hope. Their hope, and their peace truly passed “all understanding.” We would 
be greatly blessed in knowing more of their “Thanksgiving.” Let’s give thanks this year 
for God’s faithfulness – not for what we possess. 

“O come, let us sing for joy to the LORD; Let us shout joyfully to the rock or our  
salvation. Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving.”  Psalm 95:1,2 

Carl 

The spiritual care offices are located on the first floor at Sparks Inn.  
Contact Carl Ryden at (770) 703-2670 or carlr@christian-city.org. 

The Chaplain’s Corner 


