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Masthead photo above 

Kay Harkness, lead 
house parent at The 
Children’s Village  
celebrated her 40th 
anniversary with  
Christian City in  
June 2016. 
 

To receive Party Line 
by email, send your 
request to Elena at  
eraynor@christian-
city.org 

Lead House Parent Celebrates 
Four Decades of Service 
 Kay Harkness has been called “Mom” by hundreds of boys over 
the past four decades. In June 2016, she celebrated her 40th anni-
versary as a Christian City staff member where she is the lead house 
parent at The Children’s Village. 
 Since joining Christian City Home for Children in 1976 as a house 
parent, Kay’s home has always been a boys’ cottage. In fact,  
parenting boys was second nature to Kay. She was one of six  
children in her family and the only girl. “Growing up with five  
brothers certainly helped prepare me for my house parenting role at 
Christian City,” she said. 
 After learning about Christian City through their church and  
Atlanta Christian College, Chuck and Kay Harkness and their 2-year-
old son, Jamin, first moved into the Civitan cottage, which now 
serves as the Gathering Place for Dogwood and Harper Valley senior 
residents. Eight boys were under their care initially. When their 
daughter, Julie, was born the next year, they moved into the larger 
Flint cottage where they cared for 12 boys in addition to their own 
two children.  
 A few years later, VFW#2 cottage became the Harkness home for 
the next 30 years. After her husband passed away in the ‘80s, Kay 
stayed on. “We came here to serve and take care of the kids,” she 
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Resident Reminder 

As a courtesy to the 

maintenance staff, 

other residents, and 

grounds workers, 

please be consider-

ate and pick up 

after your pet. 

 Douglasville Cultural Arts Center, Tues., Aug 2. Shuttle 

pickups start 9am (lunch at Golden Corral, if time permits). 

Estimated return time 1pm.  

 Dekalb Farmers Market, Tues., Aug. 16. Shuttle pickups 

start at 9am, returning to campus by 1pm. Bring $$$ to 

purchase your favorite baked goods, produce, etc. 

 City Café & Bakery (Fayetteville) Sat., Aug. 20. Shuttle 

pickups start at 11:30am. 

 NEW DATE! Bowling at Family Fun Bowl (Fayetteville), will 

now take place Tues., Aug. 30.  $12 per person (includes  

2-hour time slot and shoe rental). Shuttle pickups start  

at 9am. 

Space is limited and reservations are required for all of the 

above activities. Call Elena at 770-703-2614. (Schedule is subject 

to change.) 

Shake off the blues! Join James Andrews and friends at People’s Club on  
Thursday, August 4—Sparks Inn Auditorium. 

Fun on Campus 

Fun off Campus 

 People’s Club every Thursday at 3pm, Sparks Inn. 

 Coffee & Classics, monthly, Welcome Center. 

 Swimming Classes held week days. For class times and 

availability, call Nicole Rogers 770-703-2674. 

 AARP Driver Safety Course will be held August 16 at The 

Gathering Place on Azalea Street from 9am to 3pm.  Call 

Elena at 770-703-2614 to sign up. Open to residents and 

the public. Cost: $15  AARP members; $20 non-members. 

Bring your AARP card, drivers license, a check or money 

order, or exact cash. 
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Kay’s favorite 
Bible scripture 

“Trust in the Lord 

with all your heart 

and lean not on 

your own under-

standing; in all your 

ways acknowledge 

Him, and He will 

make your paths 

straight.” 

Proverbs 3:5-6 
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said. When asked what has kept her here so long, Kay said,  
“There never seemed to be a good time to leave. It’s hard to part 
with the kids. I love Christian City.  It’s home. And I always felt 
like there was a child at Christian City who needed me to stay.” 
 Now, Kay is the lead house parent in the Crisis Stabilization 
Cottage on the campus of The Children’s Village at Christian City, 
which is now located at the end of Red Oak Road.  
 “I believe in our mission,” Kay said. “Christian City is a God-
inspired development. Our goal is to reunite children with their 
biological parents. If that’s not possible, this campus becomes 
their home.” When asked what is so great about Christian City, 
Kay quickly answered, “The people who are here to serve are the 
greatest. The house parents, churches, volunteers and all our 
supporters make Christian City what it is.” 
 Now that she has passed the 40-year mark in her career, Kay 
is looking toward retirement. But, she’s not planning on  
leaving Christian City. “When I retire, I hope to move into a patio 
home in Dogwood and spend more time with my six grandchil-
dren,” she said. In fact, Kay is “grandmother” to many more. 
 Scores of boys who have called Kay “Mom” over the years are 
now married men with their own families, and Kay enjoys  
hearing from them. They reminisce about the “early cottage” 
days when the children played ball on a field where the  
Welcome Center is currently located, and the swimming pool in 
the nursing and rehab center was an outdoor pool for the  
children. Gone are the days when the children and their house 
parents did all the lawn maintenance on the campus. “We even 
maintained the roadside,” Kay said. “Some memories are more 
enjoyable than others,” she said with a laugh. 
 “Indeed, to serve for over 40 years is not only  
remarkable, but also indicative of Kay’s calling to this 
ministry,” said Philip Kouns, Chief Operating Officer 
of The Children’s Village. “Kay Harkness is one of 
those people that God has used in a mighty way!  
She has prepared and influenced young men in a  
significant way to leave the safety and comfort of 
The Children’s Village at Christian City and go into 
the marketplace, every branch of the military, and 
the Christian ministry to serve others as they were 
served here at Christian City. Thank you, Kay  
Harkness, for loving our children. Well done, thou 
good and faithful servant!”  

The Harkness Family—late ‘70s. 

(continued from page 1) 
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Linda Armstrong awards certificate to Jim 

Bode’s wife, Millie. Jim’s sons and daughters-in-

law are also pictured. 

Millie Bode displays the special Christian City 

award presented to Jim Bode’s family. 

Colonel Louis Armstrong (Ret.) and wife Linda 

award Bill Price (left) his certificate for the 

National Archives Recording Program. 

Harvest Club 

Whether your thumb is green or 
not...you only need a heart that longs 
to grow plants.  Join the Harvest Club 
as we meet on the third Thursday of 
the month during the gardening  
season.  We meet at 10:30am in the  
lobby of John Sparks Manor.  We learn 
how to amend our soil, the time to 
plant each vegetable, how to weed, 
what insects are good and bad...and so 
much more.  It is great fun and fellow-
ship...not to mention great exer-
cise.  For more information contact  
Lee Carder at  770-306-0665 or  
Elena Raynor at 770-703-2614. 

 

 

 

 

SEMINAR 

Friday, August 5, 2016 

 

10am John Sparks Manor 

11am Larry Moore Manor 

1pm Gene Miller Manor 

2pm Garden Terrace Apts. 

Diane Williamson, Guest Speaker 

 

Open to all Christian City residents. 

Staff also welcome. 





Asa, a great grandson of King David, ruled over Judah for 41 years.  His reign was one 
of the most successful of all the rulers during the kingdom period of the people of Israel.  
He brought about many positive social and religious reforms.  Under his reign, Judah 
enjoyed a period of prosperity, peace and spiritual renewal. Through his reforms, he 
sought to turn the people back toward God. The Scriptures describe Asa as one whose 
“heart was fully committed to the Lord.”   

Yet Asa’s life was not without its shortcomings.  On several occasions, Asa chose a path 
different from God’s.  On one of these occasions, having brought the kingdom back to 
the worship of the true God by destroying idols and restoring the glory of the temple in 
Jerusalem, Asa did not do away with the “high places.”  These locations were where 
idols were still worshipped.  He may have felt that these several “high places” were not 
really that important in the scope of all he had accomplished – it wouldn’t really matter 
to skip over a few…  But oh, how it really did matter!  His decision not to follow through 
became evident in his life in other ways, as he increasingly ignored other directives from 
God, choosing instead his own way.  In his heart, Asa lost his commitment to follow 
God’s leading above other things.  That decision brought  
suffering and judgement upon both him and the people of Israel.  

 How often are our lives like that of King Asa’s?  We are committed to serving God and 
directing our lives to reflect that commitment – at least in all the “big” areas.   For us, 
there are other areas of our lives that we haven’t fully weighed with “Godly scales” - 
areas of our lives that seem removed and trivial, and thus not really worthy of examina-
tion.  These small areas that we overlook may well hold the issues that God wants us to 
deal with.  How well we allow God to have His way in these small areas can determine 
whether we later allow God to have His way in the larger areas of our lives.  We should 
not overlook certain things, thinking that they are small and insignificant.  King Asa did 
not deal rightly with God as he dismissed following through with what God had asked 
of him. The consequence of this decision negatively affected both his life and the life of 
his people.  And so it is with us…. 

Carl 

The chaplain’s office is temporarily located at the Welcome Center during building  

renovations. Contact Carl Ryden at (770) 703-2670 or carlr@christian-city.org 

The Chaplain’s Corner 


