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Photo above 

Christian City’s residents 
volunteered to make des-
serts for the 10th annual 
Chair-ity event. The des-
sert buffet is pictured 
above. 
(Photo by Larry Regier) 

To receive Party Line 
by email, send your 
request to Elena at  
eraynor@christian-
city.org 

Chair-ity Event raises $200,000 
 Local artists, sponsors, hosts, community leaders and volunteers 
came together on December 1st for the tenth Annual Chair-ity Event 
benefiting The Children’s Village at Christian City. This special event 
is named for the unique chairs – artistically painted and donated by 
community artists - that are included in the event’s silent auction. A 
record-setting total of $200,000 was raised to support the ongoing 
needs of the abandoned, abused, and neglected children who now 
live safely at The Children’s Village at Christian City.   
 “Community support is what sustains our ministries at Christian 
City,” said President & CEO, Len Romano. “Because of the faithful 
dedication of the many people who made this event possible and 
those who support us throughout the year, the children at The 
Children’s Village will continue to receive the loving care they need.”  
 George Franco, Fox 5 Atlanta news reporter, served as emcee and 
auctioneer at the event. Jazz vocalist, Toni Byrd, and the Rick 
Massengale Jazz Trio provided musical entertainment as guests 
shopped the silent auction. Chairman of the Board of Trustees, 
Lawton Roberts, welcomed the attendees, and a prayer was offered 
by a high school student and current resident of The Children’s 
Village. 
 Refreshments were supplemented this year by special gifts of 
homemade desserts provided by Christian City’s best bakers, senior 
residents who volunteered to support the Chair-ity event and  
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Volunteers 
Needed 

Volunteers are 
needed to work 
in various areas 
at Christian City. 
Call Connie Hall, 
Volunteer Coor-
dinator, at  
770-703-2701 for 
more infor-
mation. 

 

 Tues., Jan. 10—Hanna Brothers (Buffet). Pickups start 11am. 

 Sat., Jan. 21—Sprayberry’s Barbecue. Pickups start 11am. 

 Tues., Jan 24—Monetary Museum. Pickups start 10am. 

Space is limited and reservations are required for all of the above 

activities. Call Elena at 770-703-2614. (See Transportation Schedule 

for further listings. Schedule is subject to change.) 

Fun on Campus 

 People’s Club Thursdays at 3pm, Sparks Inn Auditorium 

Jan 5—Mark Johnson, Mentalist 

Jan 12—Jerry Singer, Flutist 

Jan 19—Ken White. Special treats for first 10 persons 

Jan 26—Al Mead, Paralympian Gold Medalist  

 Birthday Celebration, 3rd Monday of the month at 7pm, 

Sparks Inn Auditorium. All residents are welcome. 

 Swimming Classes held weekdays. For class times and 

availability, call Nicole Rogers 770-703-2674. 
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Fun off Campus 
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The Children’s Village by baking their 
favorite desserts to be served to event 
guests. At the end of the evening, guests 
received a set of recipe cards for the 
desserts as a keepsake of the tenth annual 
Chair-ity event. 
 A drum corps presentation featured 
residents of The Children’s Village who 
participate in an ongoing musical therapy 
program. Phil Kouns, COO of The Children’s 
Village at Christian City, stated, “We are 
grateful for important support from our 
faithful monthly donors and the Chair-ity 
event. From the artistically painted chairs 
and many volunteer hours to auction items 

donated by businesses and financial 
support of our sponsors, we are 
overwhelmed with gratitude for the 
support we receive from across the metro 
Atlanta area.”  
 For the first time this year, a live auction 
was added to the Chair-ity event. Packages 
ranged from a Big Green Egg and Beretta 

shotgun to a weekend stay at a north 
Georgia cabin, a 7-night resort vacation, 
and an acoustic guitar signed by Zac Brown. 

 After hearing from Len Romano, 
President & CEO, and Program Director, 
Sarah Booth, who lived at The Children’s 
Village from age 12 through high school 
graduation, many of the guests extended 
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Vicki Turner, Fayetteville resident, artist and Chair-

ity committee member, displays the vintage school 

desk she painted for the 10th annual Chair-ity 

auction.  

Residents of The Children’s Village at Christian City, 

(from left) Aleiyah, Sierra and Jalyn, greeted guests as 

they arrived at the 10th annual Chair-ity event. Aleiyah 

also provided the opening prayer. Beverly Bryant joined 20 other Christian City 

senior residents in volunteering to bake desserts 

to be served at the 10th annual Chair-ity event. 



their  financial support even further by 
making outright donations following the live 
auction. Sarah is a graduate of Emory 
University’s  Goizueta Business School, and 
she recently completed her Master’s degree 
in Professional Counseling. 
 LaVann Landrum, Chief Development 
Officer, expressed appreciation for the 
outpouring of support saying, “We are 
thankful beyond measure to the many people 
who have a heart for our children. From 
Christian City residents, staff and volunteers 
to supporters like Pruitt Health, Infiniti of 
South Atlanta, The Joy FM, and south side 
Rotary Clubs, this event is truly a community 
wide effort to help children who have been 
victims of abuse and abandonment. Because 
of heartfelt community support, we are able 
to help our children to heal their wounded 
spirits and begin to thrive.” 
 The Chair-ity event took place at the 
Crowne Plaza in Peachtree City and featured a 
raffle drawing for a new Q50 car provided by 
Infiniti of South Atlanta. The raffle was hosted 
by south side Rotary Clubs and the drawing 
was conducted at the conclusion of the event.  
 The $10,000 cash option prize was 
presented to the raffle winner, Cynthia 
Bennett of Newnan. Upon receiving the 

check, she immediately returned a $5,000 
donation to The Children’s Village at Christian 
City. The parents of two adopted daughters, 
the Bennett family has always been 
supportive of efforts to improve the lives of 
children. “One of my daughters and my 
mother lived in group homes as children,” 
Cynthia said. “Organizations like The 
Children’s Village at Christian City are dear to 
my heart, and I am happy to support their 
work,” she said.   

(Continued from page 3) 

Ed Richardson, Christian City Board of Trustees 
member, signals a bid during the live auction. 

Retired educator and Newnan resident, Cynthia Bennett 
(center), won the Rotary Raffle at the 10th annual Chair-
ity event on December 1st. Pictured (from left) LaVann 
Landrum, Christian City’s Chief Development Officer; 
Rachel Bennett, daughter of Cynthia Bennett; David 
Watts, Infiniti of South Atlanta GM; and Len Romano, 
Christian City’s President & CEO. 

Ashley Bonner, Christian City’s Director of Fund 
Development, assists George Franco (on stage) with the 
live auction at the Chair-ity event. A Beretta shotgun was 
one of the items up for bids. 



Congratulations to Sarah 
Moore, winner of this 
year's Resident Campaign 
prize!  Sarah's name was 
drawn from a list of all 
participants in the 2016 
Christian City Resident 
Fundraising Campaign.  
She won a 40" Smart TV, 
presented by members 
of the Development Staff, 
Annie Singh-Quern and 
Brian Teague, and by 
friend and Development 
Office volunteer Vera 
Munch, pictured on left. 
 Sarah has been at 
Christian City for 40 years 

- first as a house parent at The Children's Village, and later in the Dogwood Circle neighborhood.  A special 
thank-you to ALL our residents who made a gift during the campaign.  The real winners are the kids who 
come to The Children's Village and our senior residents.  Campaign funds were directed to the education 
needs at The Children's Village and to increased senior recreational activities for our senior residents. 
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A new garden shed has been erected in the Christian City Community Garden, 

compliments of an employee-volunteer group from Choate. 

Volunteer 
Groups  
Welcome 

Volunteer groups 
are needed to 
work in various 
areas at Christian 
City. Call Connie 
Hall, Volunteer 
Coordinator, at  
770-703-2701 for 
more infor-
mation. 

Happenings Around Christian City 
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Santa Walk 2016 
Delta Employees Distribute Gifts & Cheer to Christian City Residents 

Delta employees divided into groups with a Santa visiting each floor 

of the Assisted Living and Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation Center.   

Photo above, from left: Debbie Grass, Robert Henson, Shelley Young, 

Scotty Campbell, Tammy Deweese, Jason McDonald, Chris Briber, 

John Umphlett, Robin Wright, Rodney Robinson  

Arts Alliance Luncheon 

From left: Bob & Rae Stockmeier, Rachel Lane and Bernadine Hurston enjoy a luncheon hosted by Ken White (pictured above at 

right). The Arts Alliance is a committee of 24 members composed of residents of Christian City, with acting officers and bylaws. 

The group serves as a steering and project committee for musical/banquet level campus-wide entertainment and events such as 

the popular Coffee & Classics programs. 





To encourage community engagement 

with charitable organizations, 

Stockbridge estate planning law firm, 

Pyke & Associates, initiated a social 

media charity challenge in October. The 

three charities with the most votes 

received donations from Pyke & 

Associates in December. A check for 

$2,000 to Christian City was presented to 

Chief Operating Officer, Philip Kouns, 

during an open house event at the law 

firm. Photo: from left Charles Pyke, 

owner of Pyke & Associates, Suzanne 

Presley, Pyke & Associates Partner and 

Christian City Board of Trustees Member, 

and Philip Kouns, COO of The Children’s 

Village at Christian City. 

Photo: (from left)  LaVann 
Landrum, Christian City 
Chief Development 
Officer; Sharon Harrison, 
Books-A-Million 
Peachtree City store man-
ager; Chris Lombard, 
Books-A-Million staff; and 
Connie Hall, Christian City 
Volunteer Coordinator, 
take a look at a few of the 
books purchased and do-
nated to Christian City by 
Books-A-Million shoppers 
at the Peachtree City 
store.  

Books-A-Million Shoppers Stocked Christian City Library!  
The seniors and children who live at Christian City are going to love this generous gift of more than 
200 new books and puzzles donated by Books-A-Million Peachtree City shoppers!  

Pyke & Associates Charity Challenge Benefits Christian City 



 

Another new year is here – with its pages yet to be written. We begin this 
new year, hopefully, a little wiser than the last. 

 

John Brawand of Wycliff Bible Translators served a native tribe in South 
America whose sense of the past and the future seems at first to be back-
wards. We see the past as being behind us and the future before us; to this 
group of people, however, the past is thought of as being ahead of them. 
This different understanding of life experiences has lessons for us. To these 
native people, all that they have experienced in the past – their mistakes, 
victories, failures, lessons learned – all are considered as being in front of 
them. It is there for them to recall, reflect and grow from. The future, on the 
other hand, is behind them because it has not yet been experienced. 

 

I see a strength in viewing our lives in this way – we need to fully accept the 
past – good and bad, difficult and easy – as a part of our life experience. We 
need to examine and reflect upon these moments, for in them lie tools for 
living abundantly today and throughout the new year, which comes with its 
own advantages and struggles. Having a sense of where we have been gives 
us insight into where we need to go in the year of promise that lies before 
us. Let’s look at new possibilities with the insight and experience we have 
gained – God is ready and able to lead… 

Have a blessed new year! 

Carl 

The spiritual care offices are located on the first floor of Sparks Inn Assisted Living at 
Christian City. Chief Spiritual Care Officer and Chaplain, Carl Ryden, can be reached at 

(770) 703-2670 or carlr@christian-city.org. 

The Chaplain’s Corner 


